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Tue Fire Underwriters Association of the Northwest is hold- 
ing its regular annual session in Chicago as we go to press. 
The call was for the assembling of the convention on the tenth, 
the sessions tO continue three days. We have every reason to 
believe that the usual congregation of fire underwriters is now 
having a good time in accordance with this call; that the pro- 
gramme of exercises, as already printed, will be faithfully carried 
out; that the attendance at the business meetings will be slim, 
but that everybody will go to any excursion or entertainment 
that is proposed. Underwriters do not look to this association 
for anything of specially practical value—although the papers 
presented and the discussions thereon are always readable—but 
great good is accomplished through its means from the fact that 
so many representatives of fire underwriting, widely scattered 
in their daily routine of business, come together on these occa- 
sions and in social intercourse exchange facts and ideas, and 
learn to know each other better than they possibly could by 
correspondence or hearsay. For this reason alone, if for no 
other, it is good for the association of the Northwest to have 
these annual gatherings. We trust they may always be success- 
ful, that they will increase in membership, and that year by year 
the good times the members have will continue to grow better. 





Automatic sprinklers are very much like that little girl 
Longfellow wrote about: “When they are good they are very, 
very good, but when they are bad they are horrid.” That is 
the ground THe SpecraTor has taken since the first introduc- 
tion of automatic sprinklers, and we have maintained that, in 
the interests of good work, the underwriters should draw the 
lines very severely against those manufacturers who slight their 
work or permit others todo so. We have at various times 
called attention to the different styles of “scamp™ work done 
by persons putting up automatic sprinkler plants, and we shall 
continue to do so as we hear of them. The Philadelphia Fire 
Underwriters Association has taken this bull by the horns in a 
most effective manner. It recently sent outa circular to its 
members notifying them that the rate upon a certain very exten- 
sive tisk had been raised to the rate obtained before the 
sprinklers were introduced into the mill. The circular says 
that this change is made because of the unsatisfactory condition 
of the sprinkler system ; that the proprietors had been several 
times requested to make changes indicated by the inspectors, 
but had neglected or declined to do so. It therefore put the 
tate back to the old figure, and all companies are requested to 
collect the pro rata difference for the unexpired terms of their 
Policies. That is the proper way to deal with propertyowners 
— to comply with the reasonable demands of inspectors 

underwriters, and we hope to see this plan followed 


fre - ; 3 
quently in the future. Inspectors are employed in large 


*the losses in Boston for the year ending May tr. 
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numbers and at large salaries to inspect risks for the companies ; 
they find defects in various ways and report them, but there 
the matter as a rule ends. If the companies wouid cancel their 
policies promptly in accordance with the recommendations of 
their inspectors, or advance the rate in keeping with the hazard, 
they would be doing a most excellent thing in their own interest 
as well as in the interests of the general public. Careless and 
negligent propertyowners should be made to realize through 
their pockets that they have not the right to subject their own 
property and the property of their neighbors to undue perils. 
If they are unwilling to comply with the reasonable require- 
ments of the fire underwrit@rs, they should be deprived of their 
insurance or made to pay for the indulgence of their careless 
habits. Propertyowners, however, are not supposed to be 
mechanical experts and judges of sprinkler appliances, and it 
therefore rests with the inspectors for the underwriters to point 
out to them what is necessary to keep such appliances in proper 
working order. When the insured refuses to make the changes 
suggested by an expert inspector, he should be dealt with 
promptly on the Philadelphia plan. 





We have received from Josephus Richardson, Government 
Insurance Commissioner of New Zealand, a copy of his annual 
report for the year ending December 31, 1889. The report 
states that notwithstanding the intense competition in the coun- 
try, the new business of the Government Life Office was satis- 
factory. during the year; 2741 policies assuring £686,109 were 
issued in the general section, and 430 assuring £95,146 were 
issued in the temperance section. The amount of premiums 
received was £21,998. Total revenue was £298,709; 201 
death claims were paid, amounting to £72,112, and of these 36 
deaths resulted from accidental or violent causes. The funds 
of the office now amount to £1,582,447. In the account of 
policies we observe a very large number of lapses. During the 
year there were 2010 whole life and term policies issued, and 
there were discontinued during the year 1318. Of these dis- 
continued policies, 158 were by death, 158 by surrender, 2 by 
expiry and 1000 by lapse, from which it will be seen that 50 
per cent of the policies issued during the year were counter- 
balanced by lapses. Of endowment assurances there were 1143 
policies issued, 458 lapsed and 139 were surrendered. At the 
beginning of 1889 there were 16,170 policies in force, while at 
the close of the year there were 16,862. The Government of- 
fice seems even less successful in holding its members than are 
the private corporations doing business in the same country. 








INCENDIARY FIRE LOSSES. 

Na Tue Spectator of last week we printed the substance of 

the recent report of Fire Marshal Whitcomb relative to 
His statement 
that the losses during the year were nearly five times greater 
than in any year since the great fire of 1872, is such a startling 
one that fire underwriters miy well ponder it with care. If 
Boston were exceptional in showing an increase of losses the 
question would not be one of such importance, but fire losses 
are increasing year by year and in greater proportion, it is claimed, 
than is the increase in property values. It is stated that the 
losses for July in the entire country considerably exceeded 
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$14,000,000. If this rate is continued for the year the fire 
losses of 1890 will be in excess of those for many previous 
years. Fire Marshal Whitcomb is doing most excellent work in 
endeavoring to ascertain the causes of fires and the reasons for 
the increase in numbers. In Boston during the year under 
consideration there were 747 fires, involving a direct loss of nearly 
$5,000,000, the average loss per fire being $6645, as compared 
with an average loss of the previous year of $1308. 

Fire Marshal Whitcomb attributes seven per cent of the year’s 
losses to incendiarism, and asserts that a number of those 
attributed to accidental and unknown causes were unquestion- 
ably due to incendiarism. In corfSidering the subject he has 
once more brought to the surface for discussion the question 
of the desirability of risks owned or controlled by Jews. Mr. 
Whitcomb makes a clear distinction between the various classes 
of Jews, and charges the Polish or Russian Jews with fifty-four 
per cent of the total number of incendiary fires, and alleges that 
seventy-six per cent of the whole number of incendiaries were 
of this nationality, and that the crime was resorted to for the 
purpose of defrauding the insurance companies. Such a state- 
ment naturally evokes criticism, and the fire marshal’s statement 
and statistics have been brought into question by correspon- 
dents of the Boston papers. But Mr. Whitcomb returns to the 
charge and in a caustic reply, which we print elsewhere, main- 
tains his original position, that the Polish or Russian Jews are 
responsible for a large proportion of the incendiary fires. Our 
readers will remember that this claim has heretofore been made 
and widely discussed, and it is not therefore surprising to find 
the views set forth in insurance publications indorsed in a 
public document of this kind. The chief difference between 
the arraignment of the Jews by the insurance press and by Fire 
Marshal Whitcomb lies in the discrimination he makes between 
Jews, charging the Polish or Russian Jews with the greater 
responsibility. He does not give any reason, however, why 
Jews of this class are more prone to indulge in the crime of 
incendiarism than are other Jews, but simply states the facts as 
gathered from his observations. He charges much of the 
responsibility for incendiarism to the insurance companies that 
accept risks without~sufficient investigation into the moral 
hazard or full knowledge of the value of. the property insured. 
In consequence of carelessness in these respects, those persons 
who desire to profit through their insurance are enabled to 
overinsure their property and by its destruction reap a profit 
from the companies. No doubt all this is true; but the ques- 
tion arises, “what methods can the companies adopt to protect 
themselves against deliberate crime or prevent themselves from 
becoming the victims of well-laid conspiracies?” It has been 
shown in numerous cases where property is claimed to have 
been overinsured that at the time the insurance was effected 
there was no overvaluation ; but, after having secured his _poli- 
cies, the insured had removed his goods, leaving only the empty 
cases, set fire to his premises and then claimed the destruction 
of the goods that were cached in some other place. Of course 
there is no possible means of preventing crimes of this nature, 
and itis such crimes that are especially charged against the 
Jews. In many fire insurance offices “ Jew risks" have been 
on the tabooed list for many years, while in other offices they 
are only written in exceptional cases, 

It is a very trying and delicate thing for the press, public 
officials, or for fire underwriters to discriminate against any 
class of citizens. But experience must be given full weight, 
and when facts are found to be against a particular class, dis- 
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crimination must inevitably be made, as it would be against ap 
individual who bore a bad character. It is right and proper 
that the public should know the facts, and Fire Marshal Whit. 
comb has done good service by calling attention to the cop. 
ditions as he finds them. Whether similar conditions exist in 
other places will only be disclosed by careful inquiry regarding 
the causes of firesasthey occur. Public officials who are charged 
with the duty of compiling statistics upon the subject of fires wil] 
be sustained by public opinion in giving the facts, although the 
conclusions they draw from them may be a subject of criticism, It 
should be distinctly borne in mind, however, that whatever criti. 
cisms have been made regarding the Jews and incendiarism haye 
not been directed against them because of their religion, nor be- 
cause of their nationality. Asaclass the Jews are held generally in 
as high. esteem as are adopted citizens of any other nationality. 
It simply happens to be unfortunate for them that there are a 
good many black sheep among their number, and that one prom. 
inent method they adopt for displaying their “ natural cussed- 
ness” is incendiarism. ‘The present discussion of the subject 
is not untimely when we consider the rapid increase in fire 
losses throughout the country. 








SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 


IIERE is a note which we find in ‘The Insurance Herald which we commend 
to the attention of our prohibition brothers, The property of the Kentucky 
Distilling Company of Louisville was recently destroyed by fire, inflicting a 
heavy loss, including the destruction of much whiskey. The Herald says: 
** The Kentucky Distilling Company was making whiskey for twelve different 
jobbing houses, each of which had its distinctive brand for the same whiskey. 


Kentucky distillers have been adopting this plan more and more every year, 
and are making goods for Eastern houses who thus advertise their own brands 
exclusively.” We imagine that our temperance friends can point many a 


moral from this little paragraph. It must be a consolation, too, to those ven- 
erable old topers who claim to be connoisseurs in whiskey to know that in their 
daily ‘* tastings” from saloon to saloon, and passing judgment upon different 
brands of whiskey, they are in reality tasting and criticising the same quality 
all the time, although it figures under various and diverse alluring brands. 

* * + 6 


Tuk chief ripple of news on the street during the past week was the action 
of the Western Union, in annual session at Niagara Falls, in suspending the 
North British and Mercantile on the charge of violating the commission agree- 
ment, ‘The North British has for some time been appointing resident secre- 
taries on salaries, with other accompanying perquisites, at various points in 
the West, notably at Milwaukee, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Denver, Kansa* 
City and St. Louis. Samuel Blagden, the manager of the company, who 
arrived home on Tuesday after attending the meeting, was reticent when 
approached by newspaper men, but showed by his manner that the company 
did not grieve tremendously over the vote of the Union at the close of the tur- 
bulent debate, which suspended the company. 

* * * * 


Ir is said by members attending the recent meeting at Niagara that it 


was one of the largest ever held and much interest was manifested in the pro- 
ceedings. ‘The following companies were represented : Hartford, Home of 
New York, Union of California, Providence-Washington, Southern Califor- 
nia, Continental, The Merchants of Newark, Anglo-Nevada, North British 
and Mercantile, Traders, Royal, American of New York, Ins. Co. State of ro 
sylvania, Niagara, American of Philadelphia, Imperial, Greenwi« h, Glens Falls 
Rhode Island Underwriters, Connecticut, Phoenix of London, | ire Association 
of Philadelphia, Firemans Fund, Commercial Union, London and La 
Orient, Phenix of Brooklyn, National of Hartford, Liverpool 4 id London e 
Globe, Lancashire, Queen, Girard, Hamburg-Bremen, Ger! un-American by 
New York, Norwich Union, Sun Fire Office, Phoenix of Hartford, Scottish 


Hs é : ; . fornia, State In 
Union and National, Lion, Aitnaof Hartford, Northern, Cali! rnia, Sta 
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yestment and Insurance Company, Franklin of Philadelphia, Caledonian (just 
admitted), Michigan Fire and Marine, Detroit Fire and Marine, Franklin of 
s, Insurance Company of North America, St. Paul Fire and Marine, 


Jumbu: 
on Mercantile of Cleveland, British America, and Newark 


American Central, 


Fire. 6 * . * 


Ir is gratifying to the insurance public interested in metropolitan business 
to learn that, on the whole, matters are in a better condition than a year ago. 
Higher rates appear to be obtainable on storage risks, and also in the dry- 
goods district. The increased demand for insurance on storage stores is attrib- 
uted to the larger imp yrtations One underwriter advanced the theory that 
the increased importations were due to the effort to get the goods into this 
country while the McKinley bill is pending and before it becomes a law. 


* * * * 


We have heretofore referred to the tendency in some quarters to over-value 
the fire preventive usefulness of sprinklers, resulting in excessive reductions in 
rates, notably instanced in the recent cut in the rate on the McKesson & 
Robbins establishment. There are still some companies, however, which are 
conservative in writing sprinkled risks when the rate has dipped more than 
thirty or forty per cent, and several offices profess to live up to the ancient 
rule of not making more than twenty per cent reduction with the coinsurance 
clause, which, as formulated under the old compact, read ‘‘ Reduction for 
automatic sprinklers, ten per cent from net rate after ten per cent for coinsur- 
ance has been deducted.” 


* * * * 


THE most successful mutual fire insurance company in the world is said to 
be the Gothaer of Gotha, Germany. By last report it had $750,000,000 insur- 
ance in force, the annual premiums were $3,002,000, and the corresponding 
losses not quite $400,000, or between thirteen and fourteen per cent of the 
From fifty to sixty per cent is paid to policyholders in return pre- 
This company has not made an assessment since 1845, the 
year of the big fire in [lamburg. Since that year its premium receipts have 
exceeded losses and expenses, and also enabled the payment anaually of large 


premiums, 
miums each year. 


“dividends ” to the insured. 
* - oe * 


ANNOUNCEMENT is made of the death of Major Henry H. Huse, Insurance 
Commissioner of New Hampshire, who died suddenly of apoplexy at Concord 
on Sunday last, aged fifty-one years. Mr. Huse was appointed Commissioner 
of Insurance upon the death of the late Commissioner Pillsbury, and has filled 
the position with ability and satisfaction up to the time of his death. Mr. 
Huse was an energetic and ambitious gentleman, who introduced many im- 
proved methods for transacting the business of his office, whereby the conveni- 
ence of the public and the insurance fraternity was better served than ever 
before in that State. He was an affable, courteous gentleman, who made 
friends rapidly. Upon assuming the duties of his office he was unfamiliar 
with the technicalities of insurance, but soon gained such knowledge of them 
astoenable him to perform the duties of supervising officer with credit to 
himself and his State. Mr, Huse was a lawyer by profession, served in the 
war with distinction, and subsequently in the House of Representatives. His 
sudden death is much to be regretted, and will cause sorrow to a large circle 
of friends, A widow and two children survive him. 


* * * & 


A PROMINENT fire underwriter who has made a close study of policy forms 
complains that the standard form is not sufficiently elastic to meet the require- 
ments of the times. He takes the case home to himself, and instances his 
own building, a handsome office building occupied at present throughout. In 
his own apartments, on the first floor, he keeps constantly on hand a pint 
bottle of benzine for use in removing stains from clothing, though the use has 
nothing to dowith the case. He argues that if he keeps this bottle in a ‘* safe 
place” the physical hazard is not increased, and that it is very unfair to have the 
policies of the tenants, to say nothing of himself, voided by the presence of this 
bottle of benzine. But he endeavors to console himself by saying that ‘‘ we 
all do it,” and that some things have tu be taken for granted in fire insurance 
Policies as in everything else. 

* * * * y 


SPEAKING of the charge of indirect rebating made against the North British, 
which charge is denied by the company, a well-known underwriter remarked : 
Hans Ae - of making compacts agreeing not to rebate whea it is so 
nit = rebate equivalents and, at the same time, live up to one $s prom- 

’ y, [know a prominent Boston underwriter who, it is said, buys a 
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thousand dollars’ worth of clothes every once in a while from a large firm 
which places its insurance with him regularly, and there are any variety of 
other devices resorted to to give rebate equivalents.” 


a - * ® * 


J. B. Swan of Swan & Sons, 66 South street, have been appointed metro- 
politan agents for the Hill sprinkler. 

* * * * 

LOcAL agents have good reasons to decry trusts and all schemes for the con- 
centration of capital into monopolies, for just as soon as particular industries 
are brought under one management, that industry goes on the prohibited list 
and the risks are written directly from the headquarters of the companies, as 
witness the distillery, starch, cotton seed oil and other classes of hazards 
which were formerly placed by local agents. The latter exists because he is a 
necessity, and no business man can gain a livelihood on any other basis for any 
great while. If it were practicable or possible for all classes of mercantile and 
special hazards to centralize, the local agent would soon lose his calling, for 
the stock companies would then deal directly with the insured except as to 
dwelling business, and most of them would eventually go to the mutuals ; but 
the local agent need not entertain any fear of such things happening. 


e * * * 


THERE is a company organizing at San Francisco for the purpose of equipp- 
ing risks with the most approved fire extinguishing appliances. The insurance 
agent or broker who places the business can readily demonstrate to the assured 
who pays a goodly rate for the risk as it exists, that by investing his capital in 
such a company his own rate will be reduced, the risk is improved and he will 
profit in that way as well by the sale of sprinklers and other fire-extinguishing 
appliances by the proposed company. Of course the idea is not new. An 
exchange gives the name of the company as the Pacific Fire Association, but 
a New York promoter who lately returned from San Francisco says that the 
name has not yet been chosen. The proposed capital is $80,000. 





QUAKER CITY NOTES. 


THE question most frequently asked and discussed here at this time is who 
is going to be the new president of the Delaware Mutual Safety Insurance 
Company. Vice-President Thos. C. Hand, Jr., had his aspirations crushed 
in the beginning, and as a result will leave his present office, paying him 
$5000 per annum, October 1. Secretary Lylburn is a candidate for the 
position, Other names heard in this connection besides the one men- 
tioned in THE SPECTATOR of receat date are W. C, Goodrich, special of the 
Phoenix of Hartford, and Thos, T. Nelson of Philadelphia, and General 
Agent Lockwood of the North American of Boston, and George H. Hope, 
ex-president of the Long Island of New York. A member of the directorate, 
president of one of the local banks, is also mentioned. The position is an in- 
viting one, as it is understood that $16,000 per annum wiil be paid a suitable 
person, a larger salary than was paid the late president, Thos. C. Hand, 


* * * 


THE new president wiil be called upon to undertake an entire reorganiza- 
tion of the company, breathe new life into it and place it in a prominent posi- 
tion in the field of fire underwriting. The Delaware Mutual has certainly 
the making of a first-class company, and, with the old features supplanted by 
new and progressive ones, the Hand element replaced by officers of modern 
ideas in the business and more attention given to fire insurance, it should be a 
success, 

* * * 

THE Insurance Company of North America has lost one of its most valued 
oficers and the city of Philadelphia one of its most respected citizens in the 
death of T. Charlton Henry, vice president of the company, which occurred 
at his home in Germantown a few days ago, of Bright’s disease, after an ill- 
ness of five months. Mr. Henry was born in this city April 20, 1828. In 
1867 he founded the lumber firm of Henry Bayard & Co., and fifteen years 
In 1871 he was elected 
vice-president of the Philadelphia Warehousing Company, holding that posi- 
tion until November 2, 1880, when he was chosen vice-president of the Insur- 
ance Company of North America, remaining a director of the former com- 





















































































128 THE SPECTATOR. 


pany. Mr. Henry was also president of the Savings Fund of Germantown, 
and a director of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company. A _ brother, 
Alexander Henry, was Mayor of the city some years ago. Mr. Henry leaves 
a wife, four sons and a daughter. 


* * * 


PRESIDENT HOLLINSHEAD of the Union Insurance Company met with a 
sad bereavement recently in the death of his mother, and, following so closely 
as it did upon the loss of his father last spring, made his affliction doubly 
severe. Mr. Hollinshead’s many friends have extended their earnest sympathy 
which has ameliorated his grief somewhat. The recent victory of the 
Union in its old suit with the Continental has, too, no doubt, had a cheering 
effect upon him. Mr. Hollinshead thus expresses his appreciation of The 
Insurance Year Book: ‘‘I regard it as indispensable to the pursuit of my 
business.” 

* * * 

Joun E. WHITING, the new secretary of the Philadelphia board, appears 
to be giving general satisfaction. The board has approved the Worcester 
chemical pail, allowing one pail to take the place of two water buckets. 
This pail has been introduced in Claus Spreckel’s new sugar refinery and many 
other large establishments here. Bancroft & Bro., Ledger building, identified 
with the Solly automatic sprinkler, are the general agents for the pail. 


+ ¥ * 


Tue American Faculty of Actuaries was chartered recently. President 
Fouse and Professor Kendall have just returned after an extended outing, 
and have resumed their labors. The faculty proposes to reprint the second 
volume of the text book of the Institute of Actuaries, and will be enabled in 
this way to supply the student at less than one-half the present price. It will 
also publish shortly a volume of its own, embracing interest, simple and com- 
pound reserves at four and four and one-half per cent, etc., making it an 
elementary text book on the science of life insurance premiums. The faculty 
is meeting with success. 

* * * 

THE Penn Mutual Life expects to move into its new building by the holi- 
days. This structure is in the rear of its handsome new office building, also 
in course of construction, fronting on Chestnut street, and occupies an area 
some forty two feet square. The office building will probably not be com- 
pleted so soon. ‘The death losses of the Penn Mutual in the month of Aug- 
ust were less than in the same month of preceding years, and the business so 
far in 1890 is ahead of last year. The buildingof the defunct American Life 
is still placarded for sale. 

* + * 


Tue SPrCTATOR was in error when it stated in a recent issue that the Re- 
liance Automatic Sprinkler Company of Philadelphia was a branch of the 
Manufacturers Automatic Sprinkler Compiny of Syracuse, N. Y. The 
Reliance is in nosense a branch of the Manufacturers, nor of any other sprink- 
ler company, but a distinct, limited corporation, organized for the purpose of 
equipping manufacturing establishments with such automatic sprinklers as are 
best adapted to each individual case. John E. Creth is chairman, Joseph T. 
Sullivan, treasurer, and Samuel Faith, secretary and general manager. The 
Reliance Automatic Sprinkler Company will shortly have a sprinkler of its 
own patent to introduce. Messrs. Creth & Sullivan of the company, compose 
one of the largest and most prominent insurance firms in the city. 


¥ * * 


AT the annual meeting of the stockholders of the Pennsylvania Fire, held 
September 1, the following gentlemen were duly elected directors for the en- 
suing year: Isaac Hazlehurst, Edwin N. Benson, R. Dale Benson, John R. 
Fell, J. Tatnall Lee, Cornelius N. Weygandt, Richard M. Cadwalader, Ef- 
fingham B. Morris, John L. Thomson. And at a meeting of the directors on 
the same day, R. Dale Benson was unanimously elected president ; John L. 
Thomson, vice-president ; W. Gardner Crowell, secretary, and Charles W. 
Merrill, assistant secretary. THE SPECTATOR has already referred to the 
election of Mr. Benson to the presidency of the company, and his entire fit- 
ness therefor. Mr. Benson has been with the company as vice-president for 
nine years, and in that time has demonstrated his ability as an executive offi- 
cer in an unusual degree, as the rapid progress of the company in that period 
will attest. Mr. Benson is prepared to continue his good work, and now, that 
he is its chief executive officer, may even excel his past good records. Vice- 
President Thomson has been with the company for many years, as has also 
Secretary Crowell, and their promotions are well deserved. The latter, by a 
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strange coincidence, succeeds to the position at one time filled by his father. 
At the directors’ meeting a dividend of $5 per share and an extra dividend of 
$2.50 per share for the last six months were declared. 

* * ” 

C. H. ApAms, of Adams & Garber, has become identified with a five-year 
bond company as vice-president. 

* * * 

JacoB PETERSON, formerly secretary of the Spring Garden, is transacting 
the brokerage business on his own account. 

* * * 

Joun WELSH DULLES, secretary of the Security Trust Company, has not 
yet accepted the State agency of the American Employers Liability Insurance 
Company of New Jersey, recently tendered him, and will not until he can 
arrange so as not to have such acceptance interfere with his duties as secretary 
of the Security. 

* 6 * 

CHARLES TREDICK has just returned from his vacation, looking much re. 
freshed and prepared for another year’s work. 

* * * 

H. F. RoBeno, formerly secretary of the German Fire, and now second 
agent of the St. Paul German, has had the Iron City Mutual of Pittsburgh 


added. 
* * * 


PRESIDENT FRANK OLCOTT ALLEN of the German Fire mourns the loss of 
his wife and eldest daughter, who were killed in the Old Colony disaster last 
month at Quincy, Mass. He has the sympathy of the community in his 


severe loss. 
* * * 


THE new patrol house at Fifth and Hackley str2ets was opened last week, 
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LIFE ASSURANCE COMMENT. 


IT is not many months since one at least of the prominent English assur- 
ance journals called attention to the number of ‘‘ not taken” policies figuring 
in the reports of our life companies, and at the time we advocated the adop- 
tion of some plan by which only the assurance, actually completed by payment 
of premium, should be embodied in company statistics published for advertis- 
ing purposes. That this evil of ‘‘not taken” policies has been overlooked we 
do not claim, but nothing has been done to obviate or reduce the difficulty. 
In fact, it is on the increase, and with a view to emphasizing the counsel we 
have already given on the subject, we present some figures which show where 
some of the trouble lies. In 1883, 100,000 policies were written, eleven per 
cent were not taken and the gain in policies in force to policies issued and 
revived was forty per cent. Five years later the assurances not completed 
represented thirteen per cent of the issue, but the gain in policies in force had 
mounted to forty-seven per cent, so that if the ‘‘ not taken” b asiness had been 
eliminated from the report, the showing in the way of gain would be consid- 
erably more favorable. In 1888 and 1889 the rate had risen to fourteen per 
cent, and if the present struggle for business continues, there is no probability 
of the much-needed lowering being brought about. One fact in connection 
with the topic is that the average amount of each ‘‘ not taken” policy has 
been increasing in far greater ratio than the amount under each “ assurance 
written ;"’ so it is evident that some agents are engaged in forcing a class of 
business above the ordinary demand instead of working for risks on which 
there is a better chance of clinching the bargain. Company managers would 
do well to study the question thoroughly, see where the remedy is called for, 
and then deal plainly with the parties interested. Since 1883 to 1889, inclu- 
sive, the average sum assured under each “‘ not taken” policy has run $3049 
$2970, $3323, $3345, $3575. $3597 and $3712, while of each policy written 
the amounts were $2739, $2511, $2421, $2962, $3034, $3091 and $3140. We 
are confident that agents and companies would find the interests of life assur 
ance materially enhanced if efforts were made to secure a larger line of medium 
risks, for while the average of a number of policies made up out of all classes 
is higher than that of the whole issue, something is clearly wrong. 


* 7 * * 


Tuar the State authorities of California were not treating of an imaginary 
evil when agitating the question of how to deal with the health of the pop 
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lation, which was, in their opinion, menaced by the constant presence of, and 
additions to, the number of consumptive patients is amply proven by some 
facts brought to light by the investigations of Dr. Lawrence F. Flick of Phila- 
delphia, This gentleman compiled some statistics from data furnished by the 
experience in English hospitals for tuberculous diseases, and the apparent in- 
uence these hospitals have had upon the mortality from consumption. It 
appears there are eighteen of these institutions established at various dates 
from 1791 to 1884, and having patients whose numbers have steadily grown 
from 500 in 1840 to 7000 in 1890. There has been for years past a marked 
falling off in the deaths due to tuberculous diseases, and the reduction has 
been in direct proportion to the additions to the number of inmates of the 
hospitals. It is certain that the practical isolation of consumptives has had 
more to do with the reduction in deaths than the improvement in methods of 
sanitation, as in no part of the world has the mortality from consumption been 
lessened without the hospitals designed for treatment of this scourge. In the 
United States the number of consumptives is on the increase, and, as we now 
know that the disease germs are communicable through the sputa of the suf- 
ferers, it is worthy the attention of the medical advisers of life assurance 
companies with a view to securing the establishment of institutions to which 
persons afflicted by tuberculosis could be sent instead of remaining in their 
homes and probably spreading contagion, If, in England the decrement from 
this cause can be diminished one-half, while the general rate of mortality goes 
down but one-quarter, there is no reason why a similar state of things should 
not prevail with us. From a life assurance standpoint solely, the question is a 
serious one, and can well be discussed with advantage to the public at large 
and the companies in particular. 


* * * * 


Ever since it became patent that our life assurance company managers were 
determined to make a vigorous campaign for business and push the merits of 
their respective institutions in the face of any opposition they found, the snc- 
cessful field man has been able to make exceptionally good terms and the 
value of his services has risen in exact ratio to the growth of the policy issues. 
In the light of experience and the clear proofs furnished of late that the gain 
to a company from its accession of membership is not so great as to warrant 
any abnormal increase in the rate of expenditure, it would seem to be a good 
time to call a halt and the situation looked over calmly. In 1883 the ex- 
penses of the various companies were about $22 to every policy in force, but 
in 1884 they had risen to $24, falling in 1885 to $23. Since 1885 there has 
been a steady rise co existent with the unprecedented efforts which were made 
to write applications. For the first year the figures were $24.08 ; in 1887 they 
had gone up to $26.08 ; in 1888 to $27.03, and in 1889 to no less than $30.07. 
It must not be forgotten, however, that the amount of insurance under each 
policy in force has increased of late years, but still there is evidence enough 
to show the upward tendency brought about by the increasing commissions, 
which are not fully justified, having regard to the loading of the net premium 
and the possible persistency of the business. 


*% * *% * 


THE action of Dr. Lockeridge, who was implicated with Agent Sumner 
Carson in the fraud on the life assurance company of Virginia, adds one more 
proof to the absolute necessity for the organization of medical directors which 
recently took place. It is inexplicable how any one for the small fee in- 
volved should deliberately place himself within the clutches of the law and 
bring odium on his family and the profession in which he is engaged. As time 
wears on and the new organization pushes forward in its work of weeding out 
those examiners about whose reports there is any doubt, the standard of 
efiiciency and integrity in medical examiners will, no doubt, be still further 
raised. To the great body of examiners life assurance companies are deeply 
indebted, and have always recognized the value of their services, so that it is 
to be hoped the profession generally will aid in bringing to light any cases 
where fraud is suspected. To men of professional training and who are 
endowed with many natural advantages, the public has the right to look for a 
high standard of business morality, and it should be the object of medical 
practitioners to see that no default in this respect is chargeable to their 
account. 


* * * * 


THE question of limiting the membership of a life company has been 
brought up by Superintendent Ellerbee of Missouri, and he suggests 200,000 
as the highest number of policyholders to be covered by one institution, Just 
what good purposes would be served by this limitation it is difficult to see, 
for there are many considerations in favor of a company acquiring a member- 
ship as large as it possibly can, In ‘‘ union there is strength,” and such union 
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can be brouglit about the more easily where a large clientele is obtained for 
one pclicyholder, if working for his own interest, will try to attract others to 
the company in which he is assured. There is, certainly, no element of dan- 
ger in having an immense number of risks, the more especially if they be well 
distributed, because the same rate of mortality experienced in dealing with 
one set of 100,000 lives will, in all human probability, hold good for another 
or more sets, or any fair portion of one. The industrial companies have long 
passed the mark Mr. Ellerbee mentions, but there is no question that they 
will still seek to increase the membership, and do so knowing from past re- 
sults that they are treading on safe ground, It is contended that experience 
shows that the greater the number of policyholders and the heavier the 
amounts for which they are insured, the more favorable will be the showing 
made by the company for the assured and themselves. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


MINNEAPOLIS. 


Commissioner Bailey to Investigate Charges Against The Knights of Aurora 
— The Promoters Accused of Misrepresentation—Who Was His Benefi- 
ciary—Adjusting the Fire Loss at the St. Cloud Saw Mills—Full Insur- 
ance Allowed—Destruction of the Plymouth Mill at Minneapolis. 


[From Our Own CorRRESPONDENT, ] 


Insurance Commissioner Bailey has been asked to make an official exami- 
nation into the affairs of an insurance organization known as the Knights of 
Aurora. The charges are made by Rev. L. G. Powers, pastor of the third 
Universalist Church of the city. Dr. C. E. Rogers, a very well known phy- 
sician, and John L. Gause, are implicated. Mr. Powers says that the organ- 
ization was started in March, 1889, and it was given out that it was an old 
organization. This is declared a false representation. Then it was repre- 
sented that there were 18,000 members and the names of twelve officers were 
given on the circulars issued, but only two of these names (their own) were 
genuine, it is said. The others were, if not fictitious, those of persons so 
obscure that they can’t be found. A meeting of the Supreme Temple was 
reported which was never held. In October, 1889, these parties issued what 
purported to be a certified copy of an examination made by the State Insur- 
ance Commissioner. Referring to this Mr. Powers says : 

‘* Either the Insurance Commissioner or his deputy was grievously imposed 
upon, or there was an unwarrantable use made of his name and authority. 
They report 5754 policies in force, and 18,283 members of the fraternity, 
when actually there were less than 400 members; they represent $3,364.50 
received for certificate fees, when less than $200 had been received, and 
$8,128.90 on hand to pay death losses, when there was less than $500. Feb-. 
ruary I a sworn statement was made to the Insurance Commissioner, showing 
7119 policies in force and $9,416.75 on hand to pay death losses, when the 
membership was less than 400, and less than was realized from a death 
assessment levied at that time to pay a loss of $10co. To make up the deficit 
$410 was taken from the reserve fund, contrary to law, making a case of 
embezzlement.” 

Dr. Rogers makes a general denial of all these charges and is very vigorous 
about it. He says he not only has not embezzled any money, but has paid 
out $2000 from his own pocket to meet bills. On account of the prominence 
of the parties the matter has created a good deal of a sensation. The Com- 
missioner has not yet taken any action. 

A rather unusual dispute over life assurance has arisen down at Red Wing, 
this State. A number of years ago George W. Hall and Andrew J. Hall 
insured their lives for $1000 each. They agreed that the one who died first 
should leave the insurance benefit to the other. Andrew was the first to get 
the summons. For some reason he left the insurance payable to a local ma- 
sonic lodge. George Hall has sued forthe money. ‘he policy was in the 
Northwestern Endowment and Legacy Association of Red Wing. 

There has been a geat deal said fro and con the management of the Edu- 
cational Endowment Association of Minneapolis, a children’s insurance organ- 
ization. Efforts have been made to have its operation stopped by the courts, 
Every once in awhile some of the members kick up a commotion about 
something. The management seem to have a faculty of coming out on top, 
however. The State Insurance Commissioner has just reported favorably 
upon the association after a full examination. 

They had quite a time adjusting the losses in the big sawmill fire up at St. 
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Cloud. The mill was a brand new one, owned by H. J. Anderson. Some of 
the adjusters were very much disposed to discredit the loss. Investigation 
convinced them that it was a legitimate loss and much in excess of the insur- 
ance. C. H. De Groat of De Groat, Giddings & Lewis, manufacturers of saw- 
mill machinery at Fond du Lac, assisted in adjusting the loss on the machinery. 
The full amount of the insurance—$38,o00—was allowed, except on the 
boiler and engines, These were insured for $1000 and the loss was adjusted 
at $487.50. ‘lhe mill will be rebuilt. 

Minneapolis had a disastrous sawmill fire August 31. The Plymouth mill, 
one of the largest in the city, was destroyed Sunday morning. Fire was dis- 
covered less than an hour after the mill had shut down, and shot through the 
mill like a flash. The firemen did well to prevent the flames spreading through 
the lumber yards and surrounding buildings. The mill had a capacity of 
175,000 feet per day and was valued at about $70,000. There was $30,c00 
insurance. The boilers were not much damaged. 

What came.very near being a serious fire puzzled the firemen Monday morn- 
ing following the sawmill fire. The fire started in the basement of the hand- 
some five-story Rochester block, but by hard work nothing but smoke was 
allowed to make its way upstairs. The Tribune newspaper and job printing 
office, which was burned out in the famous Tribune fire of last November, had 
moved out of the Rochester block only two days previous. 

The total fire loss in Minneapolis during August, according to the fire 
department record, was $61,084 ; $10.665 on buildings and $50,419 on con- 
tents. There was $48,500 insurance ; $7100 on buildings and $41,000 on 
contents, 

The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company has been sued by J. B. 
Tabour as administrator of the estate of Frederick M. Bosworth, who died 
very suddenly in 1887. He had a policy for $2000 which, it is alleged, the 
company refuses to pay. H. C.-C. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., September 6. 





. T 
CANADA. 

The Dominion Government Considering the Subject of Insurance—Protection 
of Crops and Insurance of Workmen Proposed—-Growth of Benefit So- 
cieties—Changes in Partnerships do not A [ffect the Hazard of a Risk— 
Lnsurance Rates in Brandon. 


[From Our OwN CoRRESPONDENT. ] 

The Provincial Government is moving in the matter of devising some plan 
of insurance by which the crops of the farmers of the Canadian Northwest will 
be protected against loss from the hail storms to which that part of the coun- 
try is liable. The idea of State insurance in its different characters is gaining 
in popularity in Canada, and the Dominion Government at the beginning of 
iast session intimated an intention to bring before Parliament a scheme of 
insurance for workmen to be administered by the Government, the special ad- 
vantage of such governmental administration being its great economy and the 
confidence inspired by Government security and administration. It is held as 
a reason why the operation of a hail insurance bureau by the Government is 
desirable is that the confidence inspired by the guarantee of the Government 
would operate as an incentive to the farmer to take advantage of the protec- 
tion which would be afforded him at a comparatively trifling cost. It has been 
suggested that all taxpayers in the province shall be made to contribute 
towards the hail insurance fund. This suggestion involves the taxing of the 
whole community in the interest of a class. This class is doubtless the largest 
and most important in the community, but the breach of the principles on 
which taxation is levied would be not the less marked. 

The Toronto Globe attacks the credit of the Dominion on the facts, first, 
that there has been a decline in the bank deposits, and, secondly, that 
$1,700,000 of policies in the stock insurance companies were last year surren- 
dered or allowed to lapse. The London (Ont.) Free Press the organ of the 
Dominion Government in Western Ontario, in defending the Government 
from The Globe’s attacks, says that the statement is very suggestive that the 
benefit societies have made immense progress coincidently with the apparent 
falling off of stock insurance. The Independent Order of Foresters alone 
increased their payment of endowment benefit funds from $76,0co in 1889 to 
$141,000 in 1890, while the sick benefits paid in the same year rose from 
$18,026 to $43,696. Reckoning the increase of new members covering 
the above year (ending July 1) at g4o0o in Canada. on a basis of $1500 each, 
there is seen to be an increase of $6,000,000 in new insurance business for 
this one society alone, as against the reduction of $1,000 000 referred to. 
And if returns could be had from the other benefit societies operating through- 
out the country, it is highly probable that proportionate results would be 
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shown. The lapse of so many regular policies is no proof of hard times unles 
it can be demonstrated likewise that the bulk of insurance has declined, By 
it might be argued in another way that an extraordinary increase in the agere. 


gate of life assurance all over the country may be taken as one of the indigy. 


cations of thriftless and uncertain times. If the outlook is gloomy ahead, trade 
and business not up to the higher level and money made with less faciiity than 
formerly, it may be regarded as a part of wisdom to add a few thousand more 
of life assurance, so that in the event of death there would be a sure provision 
for those who would be left behind. In this way it would be the instinct of 
level-headed men to hedge against the evil day. 

In the Court of Common Pleas at Toronto this week the case of Peuchen 
vs. City Mutual Fire Insurance Company was heard. Judgment in action 
tried at the Toronto Assizes. Action upon an insurance policy for $1000 
against damage by fire to a stock of goods in the plaintiff's paint factory in 
Princess street, Toronto. The judge holds that the sale of assignment by one 
member of a firm to another does not avoid a policy, the insurance being on 
partnership property, and the changes in the partnership not appearing to 
have affected or to have been material to the risk. Leave given torthe plain. 
tiffs to add the names of all or any of the different concerns and of the mem. 
bers thereof as parties, or to amend the pleadings by claiming as trustees or 
otherwise. Judgment to be entered on and after the second day of the next 
sittings of the Divisional Court for the plaintiffs for $1000 with interest and 
cost. 

Brandon (Northwest Territory) people are talking of organizing a local fire 
insurance company, on account of the high rates charged by the Eastern com. 
panies. Discussing this move, The Brandon Times says: “It is putting it 
mildly to say that the rates charged for insurance in Brandon are simply out- 
rageous. There is not a city in Canada of its size that has as complete fire 
fighting appliances as has Brandon, and yet there is not another place of which 
we know that pays such high insurance rates.’ 

The trial of a case exciting considerable interest is before the Circuit Court 
at St. John, New Brunswick, Goggin vs. the Citizens Insurance Company, 
The plaintiff is Melbourne Goggins of Elgin, and he is bringing the action to 
recover $1200 insurance from the company for his dwelling, burned last sum- 
mer. The company resists payment on the ground of fraud and misrepresenta- 
tion. Goggin had subpcenaed a large number of witnesses, but his counsel, 
after his own evidence had been taken, closed his case. F. LJ: 

OTTAWA, September 3. 


FRANKFORT. 

German Flour Millers Recommend Certain Safeguards. for Mills—Fire In- 
surance in Switserland—France Proposing Assurance For Workingmen 
—The Plan Worked Out by Minister Constans—Intpxication Responsible 
for Increasing Lunacy in Great Britain—Failure of Hand Grenades to 
LExtinguish a Fire. 


[From OuR Own CORRESPONDENT. ] 


The Union of German Flour Millers, represented by the Magdeburg Fire, 
has issued the following instructions: ‘‘ The undersigned deem it necessary 
that for the protection against fire the following safeguards be introduced into 
flour mills insured in it: 1. The filters are to be placed as closely as possible 
to the dust-creating machines and the connecting p‘pes must be as nearly ver- 
tical as possible ; 2. Ig every case the pipes must be of such a form and 
arranzement that the dust depositing in them can be easily gotten at ; 3. The 
hulling and grinding apparatus, disintegrators and cleaning machines (except 
brushing machines), the fans, the filter cans and all the pipes are to be of fire- 
proof material or, when of wood, they are to be lined tightly with sheet iron ; 
the exhausted air is to be led directly out into open air; 4. The filtering at 
rangements for brushing machines, worms, bolting machines, elev ators, rollers, 
and other: machines and apparatus in which the formation of sparks cannot 
easily occur, at least, the pipes leading to the exhauster and from this into the 
open air, must be of fire-proof material, or else these pipes, if of wood, must 
in the same manner be lined with sheet iron or zinc. For the apparatus also 
the warm, moist air from them must escape directly into the open air. Co 
cerning the details of No. 4, if the interior lining of the wooden fans, filled 
cases or pipes with fire-proof material should offer extra difficulties, it suffices 
to cover them outside with such material.” This order went into effect April 
22, 1890. 

The large conflagration which broke out recently in one of the suburbs of 
Constantinople has caused immense losses. One hundred and twenty-five 
lumber dealers have been reduced to beggary and it is feared that numerous 
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lives were lost. The total damage is estimated at $5,000,000, offset by an 


insurance of $320,000. 
The United Economical Fire Bank of Hanover caused experiments to be 


instituted with the lightning rods on the buildings insured in it. Four hundred 
of them were tried and barely one-half found to be in a serviceable condition, 
while more than 100 were totally ineffective. Even en churches and public 
buildings strips of lead, weak brass wire and even sheet tin were used as con- 
ductors, or else the copper rod was not sufficiently soldered. 

The development of the fire insurance business in Switzerland has been 
treated very fairly in the last report for 1888 of the Swiss insurance bureau. 
Its expressions are very lucid, forcible and to the point. It is true that the 
intermixture of systems in the accompanying tables offends the eye of him who 
would like to see the world arranged according to one definite system, still, 
regarding the different systems as factors of a whole, one rejoices that the de- 
sire of being insured against days of want and misfortune have assumed 
expression, uncouth though it be. The greatest objections can be raised to 
the small local insurance societies which have arisen only within the last de- 
cade or two, and.which consider themselves to be the ideal of insurance. There 
was a time, however, when such small institutions only were possible, and the 
insurance world is well entitled to venerate these local institutions as the kin- 
dergartens of insurance in medizval ages. They prepared the ground for the 
growth of our mutuals, equitables, metropolitans, etc. 

Who would have thought it? France is ready to follow the pattern of Ger- 
many by trying to lighten the load of the workmen by insurance; an annuity in 
old age ? La g-r-r-r-r-ande nation ! Minister Constans has worked out the plan 
for a law with such a purpose. The following are the principal points: The 
State insures to each native Frenchman, whose annual income from his work 
is less than 3000 francs, from his fifty-fifth year forward an annuity of at least 
240 and at most 360 francs, if he commenced in his twenty fifth year to an- 
nually pay into the State treasury at least twenty and at most thirty-eight francs. 
The State adds one-third to the amount paid in, and in this manner receives 
the capital necessary, according to Mr. Constans, to pay the annuity. It is 
not very clear, however, how the 600 francs paid by the policyholder, together 
with the one-third—2o0o0 francs—added by the State, or 800 francs, and the 
thirty years compound interests of them will form a capital from which the 
policyholder may be paid an annuity from his fifty-fifth year forward until his 
death which, according to the general mortality tables, occurs in fifteen years. 
It cannot be supposed that the State counts upon the mortality between the 
twenty-fifth and fifty-fifth years, because French statistics actually do not show 
such. If the policyholder, after having commenced, cannot continue his pay- 
ments, he does not lose his policy by lapsing. It suffices that he pay at some 
future time—at any time before fifty-five—the annual back payments, either 
at once or in several sums ; the essential point is that he makes thirty annual 
payments. Also that class of persons who make proportional payments for 
the maximum —360 francs—are aided by the State, this paying either one-third 
if only for policyholders, or one-fourth if also for widow and children. Should 
this proposal be accepted, the minister will ask for .a credit of 2,000,000 
francs, There are at present in France 9,v00,000 workmen, which made 
hitherto 28,000 payments to annuity insurance companies. It is supposed 
that 3,000,000 will avail themselves of this offer. The State is therefore well 
able to carry the burden imposed by such a law. 

It is perhaps not generally known that the hail insurance business in Eng- 
land is transacted by three companies of humble proportions. ‘They are : 

County,” 1847, in Hertford; ‘t General,” 1843, in Norwich, and the ‘* Mid- 
land Counties;” also fire and life, 1851, in Lincoln. No correct details of 
their business can be made, as the companies publish little or nothing. 

Your corres»ondent has at different occasions mentioned the fact that for- 
eign companies are treated rather coldly in Russia, and finally the State gov- 
ernment has decided not to admit any more of them in Russia. Those licensed 
at present are to be subjected to a strict governmental control. The continued 
endeavors of home companies have doubtless succeeded in gaining this victory 
over foreign companies, but whether it will contribute anything toward mak- 
lng their institutions more firm is a matter open to grave doubts. 

The South British Fire and Marine Insurance Company of Auckland, Aus- 
tralia, has informed its stockholders that in consequence of great losses in for- 
eign countries it is unable to pay dividends. In consequence of these lusses 
it is forced to relinquish its business in Norway, Sweden and Germany, and 
decrease the number of its agencies in America. Its home business, however, 
is developing well. 

It has been established by statistics that during the last twenty years the 
namber of lunatics in England has increased from 55,000 to 210,000. Intoxi- 
cation is blamed as the principal reason; much complaint is also heard that 
women of the middle classes are becoming addicted to drunkenness. Many 
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are seized with the delirium tremens, and the husband has frequently no idea 
of the passion of his wife. He receives the bill, but the merchant, who sells 
at the same time tea, charges the sums due for rum as debts for tea, etc. 
‘This disguise hides the terrible secret. Not long ago Lord Roseberry laid the 
corner stone for a large lunatic asylum, and referred in his speech to the fact 
that the number of lunatics increases 400 annually in London, This new asy- 
lum could shelter about 2000 unfortunates, and another new building would 
be necessary in London every five years, 

A high authority in building and insurance matters of Madgeburg told me 
the following occurrence with hand grenades the other day: ‘‘ A dealer in 
building and other material of the city was boiling varnish recently. The 
fluid boiled over and set fire to the room. Selling also hand fire grenades he 
commenced bombarding the fire with them, but this increasing he was soon 
forced to retire. Although the fire brigade arrived and did its best with a 
number of engines, little could be saved of the building.” These fire gren- 
ades, therefore, had indirectly caused the extension of the fire. The dealer 
has lost all faith in grenades. A few years before this the incipient flames in 
a sugar refinery were also tried to be smothered with grenades; much valuable 
time was lost by this tomfoolery, and the entire building with valuable stock 
burned to the ground, W. von K, 

FRANKFORT, September 1. 





NEW ORLEANS. 


September Brings the Busy Season, When the Dead Arise and Buckle on 
Their Business Armor—The River and Marine Business—A Revolu- 
tion Effected by Modern Improvements—How Cotton is Insured Under 
Blanket Policies—Reckless and Dangerous Forms of Policies—Fraua 
Invited by Their Loose Construction— The Compact. 


[From AN OccCASIONAL CORRESPONDENT. ] 


The first of September draws near. This is the beginning of our commer- 
cial year, and was once, more than it is now in many respects, most intimately 
connected with the trade and commerce of our city. In ante bellum times on 
that day, the dead, as it were, seemed to rise from their graves. Then it was 
expected, after the summer's sickness, that a new life, new strength, and all 
movement must begin, and it did look as if the newly risen knew they had a 
world of business to accomplish in the shortest possible time, with the work of 
twelve months crammed into six, and believed that they would be ordered to 
their coffins again if they were not in the biggest kind of hurry. Now, with 
an excellent quarantine which, in one sense of the word, is a great life insur- 
ance company, and a most wonderful insurance company it is too, for it in- 
sures a man’s living ; moreover, gives him twice the time he had before to at- 
tend to business, does not demand that he should run himself to death in 
order to keep alive, so not quite so much of ‘‘a get up immediately” is re- 
quired now. 

In the old days the first of September was especially connected with the ex- 
piration and renewal of all open river and marine policies. Some twenty 
years gone this was the largest and most profitable business that the locals had. 
It was this that made them and kept them alive, and now, how are the mighty 
fallen! Changes in trade, chiefly from the transportation by railroads, the 
building of compresses in the iaterior and sales of cotton to buyers there 
on the spot, and what is known as the free-on-board cotton has worked out 
now some mighty changes, which have not yet settled down to an actual per- 
formance, though doubtless most of them have come tostay. Thus the steam- 
boat's occupation was transferred to railroads, compressing enabling these to 
carry double to what they did before, and so the cost of transportation was 
proportionately reduced. With the shrinkage in volume of business the assets 
of most of the locals had to shrink too. Indeed, the occupation of some 
was so far gone under the new order of things that they had to succumb, and 
nothing else could have been reasonably expected. Another point in the 
management of locals in those halcyon days ‘‘ before the war,” was their busi- 
ness was largely built on a false basis (so to speak). They loaned money 
largely, mostly to their directors and patrons, the then merchant princes of 
our city ; they gave script dividends and paid them at the expense of the sur- 
plus that should have been accumulated, but never was, with few exceptions. 
When trouble came and the rain beat and the storm raged, they found, too 
late, they bad not laid their foundations on a rock—nor even on the sand but 
on the prairie tremblant which, skirting the Mississippi from the jetties to 
the forts, seem really to float upon the surface of the water. 

But these disasters happily brought some fruit, in a great fund of experience 
if nothing else, from which our more modern locals may now draw to any 
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amount they may think proper. Competition, the great equalizer in one 
sense, and the great monopolizer in another, has reduced margins for profit. 
There is no more room for small companies or small anythings; at least the 
chances between dealing on a large and small scale are too immeasurably in 
favor of the former to leave much opportunity for the latter to do well. 

But September now brings with it another very important and almost as in- 
teresting a topic as the river insurance of cotton; that is, the protection of 
this staple on land. Already applications for protection are coming in from 
Southern Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia. ‘The insur- 
ance manager who does not know the dangerous, treacherous proclivities of 
our great staple for fire, had better begin at once and study up the subject 
betimes, or else he may have it burnt into him. 

Writing large and irregular lines, looking for an average of loss at the end 
of five years, is going out of fashion, the result of hard earned experience. 
Now the cry is ‘‘ we cannot afford to write any class of business on such lines 
as will jeopardize the profits of a single year.”” To deal with cotton success- 
fully, proper forms, average lines and adequate rates are absolutely necessary. 
At this moment compress companies, from Texas to Georgia, are seeking all 
over the country for cheap insurance under forms of policies that should never 
be granted, and probably never would be but for the competition of managers 
who know nothing of the risks they assume. These compress people, for a 
fact, want more than they are entitled to—a great deal more in sober truth 
than prudence and common judgment would give. They coolly ask you to in- 
sure their cotton as for account of whom it may concern, held in trust or on 
commission or joint account with others, and even to include and cover in the 
same policy railroad cotton taken to be compressed. Now, this is something 
that should never be done, because it is an interest that should be separately 
and clearly defined in the policy protecting it. Reflect fora moment on the 
position in which a manager places his company when granting a policy on 
the general terms just named. First it is the compress company who is to 
say and determine, after a fire has occurred, whose cotton was or was not 
covered under his policy, and what manager would willingly place his com- 
pany so far in the power of any corporation or individual when all this might 
have been avoided by defining the interest covered by the policy, and then, 
too, think of the inducement and opportunity for fraud such a policy offers 
and affords? Who does not know of the very frequent illustrations of that 
especial danger occurring every year? The most feasible plan to avoid it is 
for every company to exact proper forms for all cotton acceptances—never, 
under any circumstance, waiving the average clause—an important factor, 
making for salvage and bearing directly upon what is an adequate rate. It is 
the managers, far more than the agents, who are responsible for low rates, bad 
practices and bad forms. A proper insurable interest is the first and most 
important consideration in granting a policy, Acting as agent, anyone can 
legally insure for another, defining the interest covered in the policy. 

The compact is progressing slowly, doing good in a negative way — 
gathering strength, it is to be hoped, for something better. We hear of no 
repcrts of its extending its control to the country where competition for sugar 
houses, mercantile stock, etc., now runs riot. All this can only eventuate in 
a good lot of experience for somevody, with many regrets in the future. 

It is a matter to be lamented that the compact has not been able to main- 
tain rates on stock notoriously unprofitable in this city ; especially Martinez 
boot and shoe stock, rated at 85, written at 55, and notion stock rated at one 
per cent, written at 70. The leading companies have refused to renew at less 
than tariff rates, but unfortunately, hungry agents, with inexperienced managers, 
can be found ready and willing to damage the whole profession for their pri- 
vate ends. 

Crop prospects for sugar and rice are not only good but the best known in 
some years. Ww. 

New ORLEANS, September 3. 





—Insurance Year Book, 1890-91 ;_ the eighteenth annual issue of this very 
important publication of THR SPECTATOR Company, 14 Cortlandt street, New 
York, is ready for subscribers. The final corrections are made- to June 15. 
As the publishers properly say, this annual is ‘‘so well known to all persons 
identified with the business of insurance in all of its numerous forms that it 
has become standard authority as a book of reference, necessary alike to the 
library of the student and for convenient access by the practical worker at the 
desk or in the field.” Every feature which the most watchful care could sug- 
gest has been added to make it as comprehensive as possible. Pages, 950 ; 
price, $5.—Baltimore Underwriter. 
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“INDUSTRIAL ASSURANCE. 





[Our readers will oblige by sending us suggestions, items of news, etc., such as 
appointments of superintendents and assistant superintendents, or anything of 
interest in connection with industrial assurance. ] 


—Secretary Woodward of the John Hancock has returned from Europe, 

—Emil Godigkeit,superintendent of Brooklyn No. 4 for the Prudential, has 
resigned. 

—The Sun Life has appointed L. Coleman to the superintendency of 
Covington, Ky. 

—J. H. Withers has been appointed assistant superintendent for the 
Metropolitan in Chicago. 

—E. E. Pinaire has entered the employ of the Sun Life as assistant super- 
intendent at Covington, Ky. 

—We understand that the Sun Life is to open up in Tennessee and that a 
superintendency will be established at Nashville. 

—Assistant Superintendent Warner has been promoted by the Prudential to 
the superintendency of York, Pa., succeeding W. E. Wilson. 

—W. Crossen has been appointed assistant superintendent under Superin- 
tendent Crankshaw by the Metrovolitan in the Philadelphia district. 

—W. I. Peoples, assistant superintendent in Philadelphia, has been 
promoted by the Prudential and transferred as superintendent to Erie, Pa, 

—A. Shaw, superintendent of Dayton, O., for the Prudential, has been 
succeeded by Alex Jakowenko, formerly assistant superintendent at Cleve- 
land. 

—The Prudential has made a change in the management of the Washington, 
D. C., district, Superintendent Horton having been succeeded by A. G, 
Fisher. 

—E. H. Osborne, agent for the Metropolitan at Norristown, Pa., has been 
promoted to assistant superintendent and transferred to the Scranton 
district. 

—G. H. Lake, secretary of the Sun Life, isto work in the dual capacity of 
secretary and superintendent, he being placed in charge of the Louisville 
district. 

—Weston R. Gales has, we are informed, been appointed in behalf of the 
National Accident Association of Indianapolis, with headquarters at 
Peoria, IIl. 

—Geo. Kuhl has been appointed superintendent of Brooklyn 4 for the 
Prudential, Mr. Kuhl has been transferred from the superintendency of Erie 
to nis old field of labor. 

—The Metropolitan transferred W. O'Neill, assistant superintendent in 
Philadelphia under superintendent Crankshaw, to Trenton, where he will be 
under charge of Superintendent McLaughlin. 

—Thomas Crooks, assistant superintendent for the Prudential at Chicago 
No 1, has been appointed superintendent at Milwaukee, vice. C. Schmelzle, 
resigned. This is the second superintendent furnished lately from the 
district in charge of Superintendent B. F. Bates. 

—Superintendent McGeever of the Metropolitan, at Lowell, Mass., invited 
his force to a pictic at Lawndale Garden, Nashua, N. H., recently, and the 
party spent 4 pleasant time. A number of the company’s representatives from 
the Nashua and Manchester districts were present. 

—<An English company has been started under the name of the ‘* Metro- 
politan and Provincial Industrial Society ” to do an industrial business. One 
of the features of the management is to be the division of the risks by a classi- 
fication which will secure to total abstainers the benefit of any improved 
vitality they may exhibit. This should prove a popular plan. 


—The policy of the Sun Life is said to be an extension of the advantages of 
life assurance to the natives of the South. What are the Western and Southern 
going to do about the matter? From the last part of their title we should 
judge they at one time entertained the idea of moving southward. The time 
is, however, in our opinion, far distant when they will make any headway in this 
direction. 

—H. W. Smith, the actuary of the defunct American Life, in his address 
before the Association of Insurance Journalists, made a statement which fully 
corroborated our previously expressed opinion that quite some of the Amer 
can’s difficulties were due to its injudicious move to obtain a debi: in industrial 
assurance. Mr. Smith saysin effect, that despite advice to the contrary the 
managers of the institution embarked in the enterprise and ‘* the business was 
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ignorantly and recklessly managed. About $130,000 was sunk, and after 
three years there was only a small insurance in force.” It cannot be said that 
the party selected to conduct the business was ignorant, for he had been a suc- 
cessful superintendent for one of the older companies, and the experience of the 
American Life goes to show still further how hard a matter it is to make 
headway in this line of business. A good superintendent may make a success 
in an executive position, but it is always a problem and one that can only be 
solved by time. 

—* No man liveth to himself alone,” may with equal truth be written 
man dieth to himself alone.” However small a place he may have played on 
the world’s stage some one has been affected by his death. ‘To him for sup- 
port in whole or in part, one or more persons may have looked, and if he were 
married the case becomes even more painful should the deceased have left 
nothing by which the survivors could maintain themselves without feeling 
under obligation to friends or relatives. Don’t let anyone put you aside 
without insuring on the plea that no one is interested in him, that no one wi!l 
feel pecuniary loss through his decease. We cannot tell about the future from 
the present. ‘Times and circumstances change. The policy taken out to day 
will be written for a larger amount than if the application is deferred ten or 
fifteen years. Nothing is gained by delay, for health may give way, and age 
increases. The indefatigable exertions of industrial men are telling. We 
find fewer people uninsured among those who need insurance most. 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 





Polish or Russian Jews as Incendiaries. 


THE annual report of Fire Marshal Whitcomb of Boston, which we printed 
last week, has provoked a great amount of criticism, because of his arraign- 
ment of Polish or Russian Jews as incendiaries. Jacob Fox,'an insurance 
broker of Boston, had published in The Herald of that city a criticism over 
his signature of Mr. Whitcomb's report, wherein he denounced that gentleman 
in vigorous but illogical language. Herewith we print Mr. Whitcomb’s reply: 


My attention has been called to an article published in your columns yester- 
day morning which purports to be a criticism on my annual report. It appears 
in the nature of an interview with Jacob Fox, a Polish Jew insurance broker 
with an anglicized name, Public office is a public target, but shooting at it 
with poisoned arrows from the vantage ground of misconception, misconstruc- 
tion and personal self-interest, is neither respectable sport nor legitimate war- 
fare. My report is public property and speaks for itself. ‘The statements of 
Mr. Fox, however, are so grossly unjust and misleading that I cannot refrain 
from giving them a moment's notice. In his business I believe Mr. Fox to be 
a high-minded and honorable man, and as much opposed to insuring, without 
first giving the matter unusual investigation, of the lower class of Russian and 
Polish Jews as myself. In fact, from him I have received privately many an 
encouraging pat on the back, accompanied by the remark that I was doing a 
— and that he had refused to accept insurance on many of those 
people. 

Reference to his experience in insuring one Polish Jew may suffice to show 
a basis for his heretofore expressed, but now apparently disclaimed, antipathy 
to placing such risks. In February, 1887, Mr. Fox insured a Russian Jew 
doing business in this city for $14,000. About a year afterwards Mr. Fox 
leamed that certain parties had approached this man whom he had insured 
with a proposition to set his place on fire for so much money, and, by way of 
giving examples of their former success, referred to a number of other fires 
which had been ‘* beautifully done.” Mr. Fox sent for his client, and asked 
him if such things were true. He said they were, but refused to comply with 
Mr. Fox's request to divulge the names of the fire-setters. Mr. Fox then 
said: “ You dirty fellow, if, when I am trying to rid my race of these vermin 
that are a curse to the race, you hold out this way, then you yourself are one 
of the yermin and I want your policies.” And thereupon he took the policies 
away and cancelled them. The man then procured insurance through another 
source, and shortly afterwards was burned out by one of those mysterious fires 
to which I have often referred. 

‘: ane are quoted from a stenographic record of statements made 
should te r. ‘ox in my office a year ago, Is it to be wondered at that I 
pote Sen) rised and grieved to read in your paper that I had been classed 
“ infirmis * vd calling attention to what I mildly termed in my report an 
camie A : ven the one applying the epithet of ** bigot” had made use of 
Mr. peel anguage in referring to the same thing? I cannot believe that 
pach presents the sentiments of the Hebrew people of Boston in making 

Tah tements, nor does he do himself justice. j 
FL, Hed feel exceedingly sorry to have stated anything in my report which 
fauie thes “4 ” a class could properly take exception to, for to them I look 
ties” to which + fea else for support and assistance in curing the ‘* infirmi- 
ebeieidleten: have alluded. Many of my most esteemed personal friends 
; ces are Hebrews, and know full well that I would not willingly 
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do the humblest creature an injustice, much less allow my public action to be 
warped by an unjust prejudice toward a whole class. Who should be the 
fairest judges of the aliegations in 7 report, an insurance broker who has 
met with difficulties in placing some of his risks on account of recent agitation 
of this subject, and who therefore appears as an attorney and special pleader, 
actuated purely from motives of self-interest (if patriotism to his race plays 
any part in his feelings he is a nfisguided man), or an impartial public official 
whose only object is to protect all citizens alike ? 

Mr. Fox complains that I only give the nationality or religion in case of 
Jew fires. In the first place, I have not intended to give the religion of any 
man, and have used the word ‘‘ Jew ” as the name of a race, and not of a re- 
ligion ; it is perhaps to be regretted that, owing to the adoption of the same 
name to signify both the race and religion, confusion may sometimes occur. 
In the second place, I have never referred to ** fires occurring among Jews,” 
but simply to fires among Polish and Russian Jews ; nor have I ever by word 
or deed shown any desire or inclination to judge all Polish or Russian Jews by 
the criminal element which exists among them as it exists among every other 
people. To do this would be as unjust as to judge the population of Massa- 
chusetts by the inmates of the State prison. In the third place, no unusual 
number of fires has occurred among any of our foreign-born population except 
these Russian and Polish Jews. Mr. Fox further complains that my report 
states that six convictions were obtained, but omits to state how many of 
these were Jews. I willingly take advantage of the present opportunity to 
remove the ground of this complaint. Of the six convictions mentioned one 
was a Polish Jew. Estimating the Polish Jew population at 15,000, it will 
be seen that they furnish one convicted incendiary out of 15,000 people, 
while the rest of the population only shows one conviction to every 86,200 
inhabitants. Mr. Fox finds fault because I do not arrest more of the Russian 
and Polish Jews whom I believe to be incendiaries. He well knows that 
there is a great difference between circumstances and evidence which would 
be sufficient to convince both him and myself of the criminal nature of the act 
and legal evidence which would warrant a jury conviction. It is not my duty 
to harass with useless prosecutions courts already overburdened. I grant him 
my general inability to cope in court with the Russian and Polish Jew incen- 
diary ; hence my exhortations to the insurance companies to use ‘‘ greater 
care and scrutiny ” in the acceptance of this class of risks. This is all I have 
done. I have neither advised nor suggested proscription, merely examination. 
Mr, Fox's assertion that ‘‘all the fires that have ever occurred in Jewish 
houses or places of business in Boston taken together do not equal in, the 
amount of loss to the insurance companies the loss paid on fires to our pious 
Christians,” is almost too silly to require comment. One has only to reflect on 
the gross disparity of their respective populations to understand that this state- 
ment (undoubtedly true) has no bearing on the question. Moreover, why 
does he so continually and persistently wander from the text by referring to the 
Jew as a whole race, which I have never done either by word or imputation ? 

As Mr. Fox proceeds in his interview, he waxes complimentary by assert- 
ing that the insurance companies would ‘‘do well not to follow my advice, 
and that it is not worth the paper it is printed on.” No doubt the adoption of 
some of my suggestions would interfere to a certain extent with the volume of 
Mr. Fox's business, but with his well-known desire ‘* to exterminate vermin,” 
his usual keen discrimination in avoiding risks of poor moral hazard, and the 
consequent general good character of his clients, I see no good ground for loss 
of temper on his part, especially to the extent of driving him to vituperation. 
I am well aware that, as he suggests, irsurance companies are abundantly 
able, as they were before the existence of the fire marshal’s office, to manage 
their business properly, but I also know, as does every insurance company and 
agent, that there exists a natural weakness in the profession of trying to accu- 
mulate a large premium account, and that this is sometimes done at the ex- 
pense of safety and without proper examination. After remarking that my 
advice is not worth the paper it is printed on, Mr. Fox himself proceeds to 
adopt it, and says the whole trouble is to be found in overinsurance, In this 
we agree. His suggestion that I go to the legislature and have a law passed 
which shall prevent overinsurance is absurd in the extreme, and would, | fear, 
prove a hard nut for the judiciary committee to crack, He should know that 
such legislation would be unfeasible and impracticable; as well pass a law that 
all people shall be good. No artificial restraint can correct the evil. ‘To 
the insurance companies, their careful management and close investigation, 
which has accomplished so much in the past, do I look for the gradual decrease 
of excessive insurance. If Mr. Fox is in earnest in his advice to go to the 
legislature, I would suggest that the bill provide for the punishment of the 
insurance broker (upon whom the companies generally rely as to the desira- 
bility of the risks which are brought to them) for every case of overinsurance 
upon which he has received a commission. Mr. Fox next asks if I have for- 
gotten the two cases of incendiary fires, where the district attorney said there 
was no evidence to convict, and where it cost one of the offenders $6000 and 
the other $3000 to get out of it. I certainly have not forgotten any such 
cases, because I never heard of them. His statement that ‘* he does not know 
who got the money, but that he can state positively that Jews did not get it,” 
is an absurd postulate on its face. If he does not know who did, how does 
he know who did not, among a class of thousands of people, unless he has in- 
terviewed each one of them? But all such talk is unworthy of a man like 
Mr. Fox, and all I can say is that if he will bring his facts to me I will give 
the matter the fullest investigation. Mr. Fox doubts the correctness of my 
statement that many of the Polish Jews of whom I complain were criminals 
before they came to this country. I will furnish him with proofs if he de- 
sires. He says it is absurd to expect officials of the Russian Government to 
give them certificates of good character. Again, his understanding of the 
English language is faulty. I suggested that they procure them from the 
American Consul and not from Russian officials, before being allowed to land 
here. In writing at such length I may have used aclub to sweep off a fly 
when a feather would have done just as well, but the length of Mr. Fox's 
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allegations make it necessary. Either Mr. Fox gave vent to his pusillanimous 
diatribe without reading my report at all, or he willfully distorted the facts. 
In either event, he has done me great injustice, for which, however, I will- 
ingly forgive him, as it can do me no harm. He would make me out a per- 
secutor of the Hebrew race, when I am one -of its strongest: supporters and 
admirers. I shall continue, however, in the future as in the past, in spite of 
the protestations of Mr. Fox, and undeterred by the private interests of He- 
brew or Gentile, insurance or other corporation, to perform what 1 consider 
my whole duty to the public, whose servant I am, and to whose criticism alone 
I hold myself amenable. 





The United States Live Stock Insurance Company. 

THE United States Live Stock Insurance Company was organized during the 
present year at Fergus Falls, Minn., and numbers among its stockholders and 
directors some of the prominent men of that State, including several who 
rank among the best known Northwest breeders and owners of fine horses and 
cattle. Their company gives evidence of progressive management, and prob- 
ably owners of live stock will find in it a long-felt want for responsible live 
stock insurance. One of the features of this company is that it has provided 
for a capital or guaranty fund of $500,000, which shall be held for the benefit 
of the insured. The officers are: George W. Sheldon, president ; W. H. 
Davenport, vice-president ; Oliver Olson, treasurer; C. C. Houpt, attorney, 
and A. B. Erickson, secretary and general manager. Mr. Erickson was the 
originator of the company and has had considerable experience in the insur- 
ance business, and has as well a practical knowledge of live stock. ‘The litera- 
ture issued by the company calls attention to the fact that while ample pro- 
vision is made for indemnity against fire, from which a loss may never occur, 
the owners of cattle, horses and other live stock have little opportunity to 
insure their animals against death from accident or disease and natural 
causes, from which losses are certain to arise as deaths occur. Live stock 
insurance has heretofore been largely operated on the assessment plan, and it 
has needed the attention and energy of responsible business men to develop 
this form of insurance. The moral hazard involved in the transaction of this 
business is not an unimportant factor for consideration, and there is demand 
for the widest intelligence and reasonable conservatism to conduct successfully 
a company devoted to this plan of insurance. It is hoped that the United 
States Live Stock Insurance Company will attain such desirable success. 








MERE MENTION. 


—The City of London has reduced its capital £100,000. 

—G. W. & F. A. Randall is the styie of a new firm at Rockville, Conn. 

—The Covenant Mutual Life of St. Louis has entered the industrial field. 

—A new insurance firm at San Angelo, Tex,, is styled Dailey & Robert- 
son. 

—H. H. Hobbs has been appointed Metropolitan adjuster for the Conti- 
nental, 

—The Caledonian of Edinburgh has been admitted to membership in ‘‘The 
Union.” 

—A new insurance office at New Haven, Conn., has been opened by C. N. 
Downes. 

—The Franklin Life Association of Springfield, Ill. (assessment), has been 
admitted to Indiana. 

—Col. Z. P. Clark, secretary of the Anglo-Nevada Assurance Corporation, 
died on September I. 


—The paid-up capital of the North Pacific of Tacoma, Wash., has been 
increased to $200,000, 


—Theophile Prudhomme, vice-president of the Firemens of New Orleans, 
died August 24 in Vienna. 

—The Wayne County Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Hones- 
dale, Pa , was chartered recently. 

—Robert Dalrymple of the brokerage firm of David Black & Co., of this 
city, died at Morristown, N, J., recently. 

—At Sterling, Ill., E. K. Jenkins and Frank Allabaugh have purchased the 
insurance business of E, C. Underwood, 

—The annual returns to the London Board of Trade show 1076 deaths and 
4836 persons injured as results of railway accidents in 1889. Of these 183 of 
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the killed and 1829 of the injured were passengers. 
due to grade crossings. 


Many of the deaths were 
—Hon. W. A. Wright has been renominated for Comptroller of Georgia, 
which officer has charge of insurance matters. 

—At Barnesville, O., C. J. Howard and Thos. Hague have formed a part- 
nership for the transaction of the insurance business. 

—The Saginaw Valley Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Saginaw, Mich., 
has begun business with contributed assets of $125,000. 

—Ed. H. Bosqui of the Anglo-Nevada Assurance Corpora 
dmitted to the firm of Conrad & Maxwell, at San Francisco. 


tion has been 


—Boston fire insurance premiums for the first six months of 
$1,287,454, an increase over the same period in 1889 of $52,659. 


1890 were 


—The Commercial Bulletin’s list of fire losses of $10,000 and over in the 
United States and Canada during the month of August foots up $9,009, 100, 
—The Equitable Accident Insurance Company of Denver has entered Mis. 


suri for business. W. T. Clarke of Denver is its representative in St. Louis, 


—The British Combination Insurance Company of London, to do a fire, 
accident and sickness business upon the industrial plan, has been recently or- 
ganized. 

—The Phoenix Mutual Life has re-entered Maryland for business, and has 
transferred Gen. George F. d’ Utassy from Cincinnati to take charge of the 
Baltimore agency. 

—A new San Francisco agency firm will consist of Colonel Smedberg and 
George H. Mitchell, and will represent in that city the Orient of Hartford 
and New Zealand companies. 

—The Employers Liability has appointed the following agents at Boston, 
Mass.: T. W. Spaulding, W. A. Perry, G. E. Glover, A. S. James, E. C, 
McAllister and F, M. Elkins. 

—A new London company is ‘‘The Fine Art Insurance Company,” 
organized to insure works of art as well as ‘‘ all kinds of property, articles and 
things.” Its capital stock is £250,000. 

—The Northern Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Sioux City, Ia., stated 
capital $250,000, to transact the same class of business as the Agricultural of 
Watertown, commenced business recently. 

—It is stated that some of the companies insuring the Kentucky distillery 
have unwittingly carried double and triple lines, owing to the variety of 
names by which the warehouse was known. 

—The South Bend (Ind.) Life and Accident Company (assessment) has 
transferred its life business to the Howard Aid Association of Indianapolis 
(also assessment), and will remove to Louisville, Ky. 

—The Anglo-Nevada Assurance Corporation has appointed agents in the 
State of California as follows: R. Williams at Pasadena, vice Craig Bros.; 
Hart & Myers at Los Angeles, Spear & Perrott at San Buena Ventura, vice 
Early & Reppy. 

— The accident company referred to in the last issue of THE SPECTATOR as 
having been thrown out of the State of Louisiana for neglect or refusal to pay 
its claims isthe American Mutual Accident Association of Nashville, Tenn., 
and should not be confounded With another company of the same name. 


—The Chinese and Japanese have no fire apparatus beyond a water-pail, 
and depend on Providence instead of a fire department. They have to learn, 
as all other nations have learned, that Providence has so arranged it that 
man is expected to kick for himself when he goes in swimming.—De/roit Free 
Press. 

—Definitive Analysis of Life Assurance Returns, published by THE SPEC- 
TATOR Company, New York. This pamphlet, by Benjamin F. Brown, is an 
analysis and compendium ot the reports of twenty-six companies to the Com- 
missioner of Massachusetts, and is amply worth $1 per copy, the price charged. 
Insurance Herald. 

—Eugene H. Winslow, secretary of the Metropolitan Plate Glass Insur- 
ance Company, is managing the company in the absence of President Har- 
teau, who is on his vacation in the Berkshire Hills. Mr. Winslow has been 
secretary for the past three years, and has been identified with the company 
since its organization. 

—On September 7 memorial services of T. Charlton Henry, late vice-presl- 
dent of the Insurance Company of North America, were held in the best 
Presbyterian Church of Germantown, commencing in the sunday school, which 
he superintended for sixteen years. Addresses were delivered by Rev. Charles 
Wood and Thomas Mackellar, L.L.D.—the latter being one of the largest 
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stockholders and a director of both the Girafd Fire and the Reliance Fire [n- 
surance companies. At the regular church services the pastor eulogized the 
character of Mr. Henry, who had been a ruling elder for thirty-two years. 


—The death of Morrice A. Black, actuary of the Australian Mutual Provi- 
dent Society, is announced. He had been sick for some time, but his death 
was unexpected. Mr. Black was prominent in actuarial circles, a man of great 
ability, and invaluable to the company with which he was connected. 


—The Prudential Fire of New York has appointed the following agents in 
Michigan: J. T. Wagner, at Kankakee ; Molt & Ackerman, at Lansing ; 
W. M. Kilpatrick, at Owosso ; George F. Hood, at Bay City ; John G. Mc- 
Call, at East Saginaw ; E. G. D. Holden & Sons, at Grand Rapids ; Elsworth 
& Meisenheimer, at. Ludington. 

—In the month of August the Preferred Mutual Accident Association wrote 
$11,060,000 worth of new business, a larger amount than in any previous 
month since its organization. ‘The company also broke its record for a single 
day's business on September 2, when it wrote $1,670,000 worth of new busi- 
ness, a good start for September. 

—A half-witted young fellow named John Lump has been arrested at 
Tonawanda, N. Y., and confesses to having caused the numerous incendiary 
fires that recently occurred in the lumber yards of that place. The refusal of 
the different yard foremen to employ him constituted his grievance, Nine 
charges have been filed against him. 

—The number of fires in the United States during the month of August, 
1890, amounting to $10,000 or over was 147, with a loss of $7,487,000. 
Adding to this the smaller fires, a total for the month of $8,609,000 is reached. 
The total loss for August, 1889, was $11,309,000, showing for this year a de- 
crease of nearly $3,000,000,— Zhe Standard. 

—The following agents have been appointed in Pennsylvania by the West- 
chester: W. J. Alford, at Beaver Falls; Rutledge & Miller, at Johnstown ; 
James L. De Long, at McKeesport ; Seagreaves & Moore, at Allentown ; 
Leberman Bros., at Meadville; Joseph P. Kemp, at Reading ; Gay & Bair, 
at Greensburg ; George K. Hess, at Bethlehem, 

—The Insurance Year Book for 1890 has been received from THE SPEC- 
rator Company, and is gratefully acknowledged by The Herald. It is a very 
comprehensive work, and its value to company officers and general agents is 
apparent ata glance, It is an indispensable guide to all persons identified 
with the business of insurance.—Jnsurance Herald. 

—General G. A. Watkins, the well-known Michigan State egent of the 
Penn Mutual Life, sailed for Europe on the Umbria last week. General 
Watkins, besides doing a large insurance business, is the proprietor of the 
famous Watkins stock farm. While in New York he was the guest of his old 
army friend, Colonel J, A. Goulden, the company’s representative in this city, 

—We have received a copy of the report of Commissioner Foster of Texas, 
for which he will accept our thanks. ‘The total fire insurance written in Texas 
in 1889 is shown to be $146,342,248 ; ._ premiums received, $2,398,562 ; losses 
incurred, $876,388. The life business was as follows (including assessment 
companies): Amount written, $28,978,865 ; premiums received, $2,117,000 ; 
losses incurred, $595,328. 

—The New England Insurance Exchange resumed its regular weekly meet- 
ings September 6, when the ‘* broker resolution,” a special order for the day, 
was taken up and discussed. No action was taken, however, as the matter 
was said to be outside the jurisdiction of the exchange, and it was referred 
back to the committee to draft a form of resolutions to recommend company 
managers to contro] the question. 

—Statistician Gillen of the Chicago Insurance Patrol has compiled the fig- 
ures of the fire loss of the city for the first six months of this year. The 
figures for each consecutive month, commencing with January and ending 
with June, are as follows: $150,508.15, $353,632.84, $118,210.07,$173,727-71, 
$90,511,69, $104,983.53. The total for the six months is $991,573.99, as 
against $1,425,666.98 for the same period last year. 

—The 1890 edition of ‘‘ The Insurance Year Book,” published by THE 
SPECTATOR Company, deserves all the corimendation which it has received. 
In fact, in all respects, it is ahead of previous issues. The long list of agents 
and the particulars given as to the equipments of the fire departments and 


Fee 


considerably smaller in bulk than the edition of 1889. The Chronicle takes 
pleasure in saying that ‘‘ The Insurance Year Book” is one of the indispens- 
able insurance annuals, and we congratulate THE SPECTATOR Company on 
the substantial evidences that it is thoroughly appreciated by the insurance 
fraternity. — Zhe Chronicle. 

—The ten-year distribution plan of the Connecticut Indemnity Association 
provides for the return to persistent members of their equitable share in the 
profits of the distribution term, either in cash, as paid-up insurance, in reduc- 
tion of future premiums or as extension of the or‘ginal policy contract. By 
this method it is intended to furnish protection at its actual cost, while allow- 
ing surviving members to avail themselves of the inevitable accumulat ons 
from forfeitures and reserve earnings. 

—The Massachusetts State Firemen’s Association holds its annual conven- 
tion at Lawrence to-day. Osborne Howes, Jr., secretary of the Boston 
Board of Fire Underwriters, will consider the ‘‘ Relation of Fire Insurance 
Companies to Fire Departments ;” John R. Freeman, hydraulic engineer and 
inspector of the Boston Manufacturers Mutual Insurance Company, will pre- 
sent a paper upon ‘* Hydraulic Fire Streams ;” Fire Marshal Whitcomb will 
treat on the ‘‘ Origin of Fires,” and Building Inspector Damrell on ‘* Building 
Construction.” 

—The New York Insurance Journal, in an article on ‘‘ Premature Burials,” 
quotes the following from a letter from Germany: ‘‘I was particularly struck 
with the beauty of the cemeteries in Munich as regards monuments and well- 
kept walks and drives, The people here have a great fear of being buried 
alive, and for that reason when a person dies the body is placed in a receiving 
vault, where it is kept for four days, and under the method now used @ Sponge 
is placed in one of the dead person’s hands, which is connected with a conper 
wire with a battery and alarm signal ; the hand is fastened tightly around the 
sponge, and at the least sign of returning animation the alarm is sounded, and 
the sentinels, some of whom are always on duty, respond at once. In the last 
fifty years there have been thirty-four persons resuscitated by means of pre- 
cautions of this kind.” 

— The following interesting and remarkable narrative was printed in The 
‘Boston Record; ‘‘ A peculiar insurance story comes from Lynn illustrating 
the way a certain transaction can be a source of profit to numerous people. 
A fire occurred among the stock of a large morocco firm. They claimed a 
total loss, their stock of goods being worth $85,000 and insured at $65,000. 
The adjusters thought, after a little advice, that there might be a little money 
left in the leather, and so offered to pay $70,000, or $5000 more than the total 
insurance, and take the stock. When they got it into their hands they had it 
appraised and it was valued at $35,000, A keen-eyed man looked over the 
stock, thought he saw money in it, got a Lynn man to back him and offered 
$ 0,000 for it. The first owners had thus far come out $5000 better than 
they expected, the adjusters had got back more than half their money. The 
last purchaser diposed of the goods to different parties for $60,000, and, al- 
though he did not have a cent of capita! when he made the purchase, he and 
his backer will have $10,000 each from the transaction.” , 

—The Susquehanna*Mutual of Harrisburg recently received severe handling 
at the hands of Judge Paxson in the Pennsy!vania Supreme Court. The case 
was substantially as follows: An actual fire loss of $4518 was sustained by 
Robert H. McKee of Lancaster in October, 1887, which was not questioned. 
Insurance was carried in the above-named company to the amount of $3000, 
of which it reinsured $1500. The company refused payment on the grounds, 
first, that there had been a change of occupancy in the building insured, and 
second, that the plaintiff had not submitted himself and his books to the com- 
pany for examination as required by the policy. ‘The insured occupied only 
a part of the building, while another part had been partitioned off for a bar- 
ber shop. We now quote Judge Paxson : ‘‘ The insured had made no change 
of occupancy ; he had no control over that portion of the building ; he might 
or might not have known of it; and if he had there is nothing to show that 
he knew the risk would be increased ; on the contrary, he might well have 
supposed that it would be decreased by having someone to sleep in and pro- 
tect it at night. The condition in the policy in regard to change of occu- 
pancy contemplates an increase of the risk. Before the insured can be held 
to the duty of notifying the company of such increase he must be shown to 
have known it. The insured not only left his books at the office of the com- 


the nature of the water supplies in every important city in the country have cach but called there more than once in person for the purpose of explana- 


been improved and extended. ‘lhe life insurance tables are also more com= 
plete and valuable than ever before. Although the current edition contains 
more matter than any of the previous editions, notwithstanding an effort on 
the part of its publishers toward condensation instead of amplification, so 
ingenious is the typography that ‘‘ The Insurance Year Book for 1890” is 


on or examination, It is sufficient to say that the action of the officers of 
the company was indicative of delay and an intention of lulling the insured 
into security rather than a desire to promptly adjust and pay the loss. Their 
conduct in this respect is the more remarakble from the fact, asserted in the 
argument at bar and not denied, that the company had reinsured $1500 of this 
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risk in the Phcenixville Fire Insurance Company ; had used these same proofs 
of loss in making their claim upon that company, and had collected therefrom 
the full amount of such reinsurance.” 
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AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER NOTES. 


—The Grinnell automatic sprinkler received the gold medal at the Amster- 
dam exhibition. 


—A fire in the factory of Patten, Stafford & Myer, Canastota, N. Y., 
August 21, was extinguished by three Manufacturers’ sprinklers, with no claim 
for loss. 


—Grinnell sprinklers extinguished a fire in the building at Van Buren and 
Clinton streets, Chicago, last week. A serious loss was only prevented by 
their timely action. 


—The building of the Mutual Real Estate Association, at 610, 612, 614 
and 616 Broadway, will be equipped with automatic sprinklers, Brown & 
Skinner secured the contract. 


—The suit of Frederick Grinnell against the Walworth Manufacturing 
Company has been decided by Judge Colt of the United States Circuit Court, 
District of Massachusetts, in favor of the defendant. The judge finds that 
Mr. Grinnell’s patent on the deflector or splash plate placed opposite the ori- 
fice in sprinkler heads, for distributing the water, was upon a device not 
patentable, 


—The Chemical Automatic Sprinkle Company of Chicago, just organized, 
proposes to enter the Eastern field for business first and with that end in view 
will ask the New York board to approve its sprinkler, which is a novelty in 
this line. Octavius Pierce, secretary and general manager of the company, is 
in the city looking after its interests and expects to receive a contract for the 
initial equipment in a few days. If the system proves popular in this section 
it is the intention of the company to have representatives in every important 
city in the country. 

—The improved Grinneli automatic sprinkler will not be ready for the mar- 
ket for"Sixty days yet possibly. Experts who have seen an advanced model 
applaud it. Every precaution has been taken to prevent corrosion and stick 
ing. Described briefly, the valve seat is in the shape of a glass hemisphere, 
held snugly in position on a German silver diaphragm by a grooved cap, also 
of German silver. The same metal is employed in the distributor and in the 
releasing arms in the solder link. Altogether the improved sprinkler seems to 
cover the existing needs, and should prove a success. 


FIRES OF THE WEEK. 

The following list is made up from newspaper and telegraphic reports, 
Only reported losses of $25,000 and upwards are included : 

—Cincinnati, O., September 5.—Haman’s Silver Plating Works, $25,009. 

—Wynne, Ark , September 4.—Ten frame store houses; caused by exp'oding oil 
tank, $25,000. 

—Quincy, Ill., September 4.—Residence Col. W. T. Dowdall, $25,000; insur- 
ance, $10,500. 

—New Haven, Conn., September 5.—New Haven Wire Goods Co., New Haven 
Rattan Co,, C. F. Von Gruttke, cigar box factory; estimated loss, $40,000. Insur- 
ance light. 

— Uniontown, Ky., September 7.—R ach grain distillery, with several thousand 
gallons of whiskey, $80,000; insured for $43,000. The fire, it is believed, was 
incendiary ; distillery plant owned by the Mutual Distillery Company. 

—Ogdensburg, N. Y., September 9.—Old elevator of the Ogdensburg and Lake 
Champlain Railroad Company, together with 450,000 bushels of corn and oats ; 
loss on both estimated at $500,coo; building insured for $150,000; grain well 
insured. E. A. Hurlburt had 26,000 bushels of grain in the elevator, which was 
covered by a policy that would have expired in a few hours. 

—September 9.—The Michigan Shingle and Lumber Company’s mill, the largest 
on Lake Michigan. A million and a half feet of pine lumber and 22,000,000 
shingles were also burned with the docks and slips; mill valued at $40,000. Loss 
on lumber and shingles $55,000, total loss approximating $100,000; insurance, 
$55,000. A. C. Soper, a Chicago lumberman, is one of the principal stockholders. 

—Hiawatha, Kan , September 3.—The most disastrous conflagration known here 
occurred on the above date. The principal losers are A. H. Thomas, bank build- 
ing, $12,000; insurance, $3500. John McGuire, groceries, $6000; insurance, 
$2500. Asher McCowan, eight horses ; loss, $600. S. F. Newton, Grant Harri- 
son and C, W. Johnson, lawyers, each lose libraries valued altogether at $3000. J. 
P. Davies, building, $2500; no insurance. D. M. Moore, three dwellings, $4000; 
no insurance. * John White, confectionery, $2500 ; insurance, $1000. The minor 
losses foot up $6099. 

—Fresno, Cal., September 1.—Seven buildings, all frame, were destroyed here 
to-day by fire. The buildings were Granger's machine shop, $3000; insurance, 
$1200. Graft & Co's grocery, $4500; insurance, $2500, A. Zago’s bakery, $1500, 
partly insured. R. B. Johnson's agricultural works, $20,000; insurance, 
Scandinavian Hotel and a one-story dwelling, Mrs. Carrie Copp, lessee, $3000 ; 
insurance, $1300. Mathason & Sovereign's paint shop, $1000; partly insured. 
Joe Vanavich’'s saloon, loss on stock, etc., $1220; insurance, $800. S. Papavich; 
owner of the above saloon building, and Johnson's boarding"house, $6000 ; insur- 
ance, $4500. Mechanics’ Planing Mill, $7020; insurance, $1490. Total loss, 


7,000. 

4 Philadelphia, September 6 —Fire in the storehouse of Hoffman & Co., door, 
sash and blind manufacturers, at 1414 Wood street, destroyed the entire building; 
loss, $30,000. The flames spread to Industrial Hall, a large three-story brick 
building facing on Broad street and connecting in the rear with the Wood street 
properties, damaging it to the extent of $25,000; fully insured. The loss to the 
occupants of the hall will be about $5000. Hoffman & Co.'s factory was insured, as 





follows : , 

American of Philadelphii..... + 2,500) Ilamburg-Bremen........... ++ $2,000 
British America ............... SOOT COME 6 ose side cclwcnseceses 1,500 
Commercial Union............- 3,009 | North American............. +. 1,000 
QOH oc ccs seccsccccccesscces RUD TGIIONE Sivcracvrsasussvssetcgos 1,500 
Phoenix Assurance ........... 2  2,§00] — 
ROG 35:05 cds diveccscesecsscs: . B00} $19,500 


SPECTATOR. 
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—Philadelphia, Pa., September §.—-Stock of Pyle-Knodler Baking C 
H. B. Mulford, chemist, $40,0c0; C. I. Simmonds, grain, $5000 EW eae 
printer, $3000; J. C. Seemiller, upholsterer, $5000. Buildings owned by D 
D. Fuller, $60,000; insured. Insurance on stock of the Pyle-Knodler Baking Com 


pany: 
Royal, England.........00.++++ $4,375 | Mercantile, Boston 





PI ca dnpuccenisittoe te ..+.  2,187/ Fire Association of Phila ...__ Stags 
Providence-Washington...... oe 1,093 | Hamburg-Bremen ........... : L . 
Ins. Co. of North Amcrica..... 2,187 | New York Bowery............, a 
i sl, ae 1,500 | Phoenix, Hartford............. 2,500 
German-American............. 1,50 | Ins. Co. of State of Pa.... 2,500 
Lumbermen’s, Philadelphia. ... 2,500 ows 
American, Philadelphia....... ‘ 2,187 $30;500 
On H. K. Mulford & Co: ; 
Lancashire..... iidieasid seeee-+- $1,000] Ins. Co. of North America...., $750 
Spring Garden...... seeeee-++» 1,000} Mutual, Germantown.......... 1,93 
German, Pittsburgh........-... 1,300 = 
$6,000 


—Brooklyn, N. Y., September 3.—Van Glahn Bros.’ wholesale grocery, Fred 
Tieleke’s wood yard and Peter Young's bagging factory. Estimated loss, $100,020, 
Van Glahn Bros. insured as follows: a 

Building, loss about total : 








Royal of England ............ ‘ $2,500 Anglo-Nevada of San Fruan- 
Queen of England......... cone. ME SI ie vccmecensccmonss 1,000 
Commercial ot California ..... > 1,000 | Niagara of New York.......... 1,000 
Phooniz.....<cs pecééetnescnccces aE MOUND COIOD .....<00.5. + 2,500 
Eliot of Boston........seeeee+2 + 1,000] Queen of England............. 1,500 
Teutonia..... Masesteseccs-soe Se nate 
Hartford of Hartford........... | 1,000 $15,000 
Stock: 
Sun Mutual of New Orleans... $1,000 | Franklin of Ohio............... $1,000 
Citizens, New York............ | 2,000| County of Philadelphia ........ 1,000 
American, Boston...... Be Raed 2,000 | Spring Garden ..............05 1,500 
New York Fire..... evnceeen vee morro b~ vem Pee WOU... icccccce San 
Mechanics and Traders........ 500 | Firemens of New Orleans...... 1,500 
Parmers of Yotk.... .ccccccces: 1,000 | New Hampshire Fire Under- 
Lancashire..........+.+. seeeee 2,500| writers Association........... 1,500 
ED a4 ciecppdenss eeeeenn 1,500 | Germania cf New Orleans...... 1,500 
Norwich Union......<s<cccoce +. 1,500 Lafayette of New Orleans...... 1,00 
North British and Mercantile... 1,000 | Quebéc.............-20.0.00: 1,250 
Peoples of Pittsburgh.......... 2,000 | Beome Mutual. .....0.:..00cede 1,500 
Guardian, New York........... Rt Se 0.55 5s ocd eseewecccsss 1,250 
Globe, New York....... seeee++  1,000| Standard of New Jersey........ 1,250 
Union of California........... - 1,500] New England of Vermont...... 1,000 
Western of Toronto.......... »- 1,500} Firemens of Chicago........... 2,500 
Security of Connecticut .....2.¢  %900| PACHC..ccccscsescveccsssccees 500 
Commerce of Albany........... 1,000 | Hekla of St. Paul............0. 5,000 
North River, New York........ 1,000 | St. Paul German............... 5,0C0 
Park, New York..... eeceeeeeee 1,000} Sun of London (furniture and 
Neptune of Boston............. 1,000 MINE op thw enw cis wcccoane 1,000 
Empire State, Rochester....... 1,000 | ae 
57,250 
Fred. Tieleke was insured as follows. Loss about total: 
Lancashire..... jasinbe sae ee Te) Se eer $1,500 
Phenix of Brooklyn........coce 1,000] Lafayette... ....cccccce-cccccce 1,000 
$5,000 
Peter Young was insured as follows. Loss about total : 
Consolidated, Chicago......... $1,500 | Union Mutual, Cincinnati ..... $500 
Hamilton....... Secesseeene sees 750 | Phenix of Brooklyn ........... 1,000 
On horses, etc.; loss light: 
Lancashire. ...cecccccccccesess Riis SANA MES LES OEE RCET TEER SOS $1,000 


AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

—A. S. .Fessendea, agent at Boston of the A2tna Life. 

—J. F. Dodge, agent of the Vermont Life, at Holyoke, Mass. 

—J. G. Fanwell, agent for the Manhattan Lite, at Medford, Mass. 

—G. G. Weildon, agent of the Vermont Life, at Springfield, Mass. 

—M. Titrant, agent tor the Union Mutual Life, at Springfield, Mass. 

—Heri¢ks & Stover, agents at Cambridge, Mass., of the Norwich Union. 

—L. C. Gilbert, agent for the Mutual Life of New York, at Springfield, Mass. 

—E. H. Barton, agent for the Northwestern National, at South Boston, Mass. 

—F. V. Andrews & Co., general agents at Portland, Ore., of the Manhattan 
Life. 

—A. S. Newton, agent of Fidelity and Casualty Company, at Springfield, 
Mass. 

—Geo. Coker & Co., agents for the Standard, at Cincinnati, vice Wright & 
Peasley. 

—J. L. Adams & Son ot Louisville; general agents for Kentucky of the State 
Mutual Life. 

—J. R. Berry, genetal agent of the Union Central Life of Cincinn iti, 
cago and Cook County. 

—Cornelius J. Corcoran, agent for the Imperial Fire, at L.wrence, Mass., S 
ceeding John J. Killride. 

—Wnm. G. Oberteufter, general agent for Maryland of the New Eng! and Mutual 
4ife, with headquarters at Baltimore. 


for Chi- 


uc- 


—John H. Page of Pittsburgh, general manager of the New York Life, for 


Western Pennsylvania, Ohio and Illinois. ; 
—Nelson & Walker, general agents for Kentucky of the America Accident ©! 


Louisville, with headquarters at Louisville. 
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THACH ER’S CALCULATING INSTRUMENT. 


MANUFACTURED AND FOR SALE BY 
KEUFFEL & ESSER CO., 127 Fulton Street, New York. 
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ANTED.—GENERAL AND SPECIAL AGENTS 


in New York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, by the Brooklyn Life Insurance 
Company. This company is of the best repute, and easy to work, and its TERM RATES are 


a special feature. Apply at the offices, 
51 LIBERTY STREET, New York Crry. 


DON’? DO IT. 
You Will Make a Mistake if You Do 


TAKE AN AGENCY FOR ANY LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY UNTIL 
YOU HAVE SEEN THE NEW, CONCISE, INCONTESTABLE 
POLICY wuicu 


THE HOME LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


COMMENCED WRITING JUNE Ist. 
THE OLD HOME HAS GONE TO THE FRONT. 


For information as to Terms and Territory, which are open 
for General Agents, apply to 


EDGAR H. KELLOGG, Sup’t, 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


GOOD AGENTS WANTED 


TO WORK THE 


RENEWABLE TERM PLAN 


——WHICH IS—— 








The SAFEST, the CHEAPEST, and the FAIREST <ontract 
of Life -Insurance attainable. 


PROVIDENT SAVINGS LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY, 


Home Office, 120 Broadway, N. Y. 
WM. E. STEVENS, Sec. SHEPPARP HOMANS, Pres 





ViIcTORY ! 


THE HOME LIFE INSURANCE CO.’S 


New Policy beats them all! 


If you-want to succeed in writing Life Insurance take an 
agency for the Home and no other. 


Fo1 information as to terms and territory apply to 
R. A. W. BRUEHL & SON, Gen’! Agents, 
For Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky, 


82 West Third St., CINCINNATI, 0. 


Prominent Agents and Brokers. 











T. WOOD, INSURANCE AGENT AND BROKER, 
e 9 Mack Block, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Ample facilities for placing surplus lines in 
responsible ¢ i Correspondence solicited, 


YP 








EHM & VAN DEINSE, INSURANCE AGENTS 

ard Brok Indianapolis, Ind. Insurance effected in any part of the United 

States. Correspondence solicited. Applications for the German Insurance and Savings 
Institution of Quincy, IIl., should be referred to this office. 








OHN I. COVINGTON, INSURANCE BROKER, 
45 BROADWAY, - - - = - = NEW YORK. 





GENERAL AGENCY FOR TEXAS 


OF 


ans MANHATTAN LIFE INS. CO. OF NEW YORK 
THE FIDELITY AND CASUALTY CO. OF NEW YORK. 
Good active pushing agents wanted, liberal terms to the right men. 


Address I, REINHARDT & SON, 


Dallas or Galveston, Texas 





JAMES M. LEwis, 


INSURANCE. 


BROEER, AGENT AND ADJUSTER 


Of Fire Losses for Insurance Companies only, 


O67 Liberty Street, = =- New York, 
Licensed by N. Y. Insurance Department to deal with Non-Admitted Companies. 





THE ONLY OFFICE PLACING SURPLUS LINES EXCLUSIVELY, 


M. DOWNING, 


INSURANCE BROKER, 297 BULLITT BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA, 


Correspondence solicited with responsible agents everywhere, 
References: German Fire Insurance Company, City Trust Safe Deposit and Surety 


Company, etc. 


ELSON & RAINE, GENERAL INSURANCE 
Agents, and managers for New York Life, for Arkansas and West Tennessee, They 
can give one or two life specials a promising opening. 





CHARLES TREDICK. ESTABLISHED 1860. * W. C. Benner. 
HARLES TREDICK & CO., INSURANCE AGENTS 


and Brokers, 339 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Special attention given to 
placing Surplus lines. 





S Ree COLUMBUS FIRE INS. BROKERAGE CoO., 


W. P. BLOOM & CO., Managers, 


Room 22, Boarp oF TRADE BuiLpinG, CoLtumsus, Onto, 
Special facilities for placing Excess and Surplus lines in reliable Companies. 
E. LOWE, FIRE INSURANCE AGENCY, 


e No. 66 Pine Street, New York. Special facilities for placing large lines, Equita- 
ble rates. Reliable companies. 
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Prominent gents and Brokers at Chicago. 


GRANGER SmiTH. FRANK Barpour. Bavier C. Mitter. Cuas. P, WHITNEY. 
RANGER SMITH, MILLER & CO., INSURANCE 
Agency, 156 and 158 La Salle Street, Otis Block, Chicago. Established 1873. 


T. H. Wepster. E. N. Wirey. HOLGER DE Roore. C, P. JENNINGS. 


EBSTER, WILEY & DE ROODE, SUCCESSORS 

to S. M. Moore & Co., 168 and 170 La Salle Street, Chicago. Lion Fire Insurance 

Co., London, Eng.; Providence-Washington Insurance Co., Providence, R. I.; Amazon 
Insurance Co., Cincinnati, O.; Southern California Insurance Co., Los Angeles, Cal. 


W. BROWN, FIRE INSURANCE BROKER, 


504 and 506, The Rookery, Chicago, Reference, Chicago National Bank. 





T. MARSHALL & CO., FIRE INSURANCE, 
e 33 and 35 Major Block, No. 149 La Salle Street, Chicago. Special facilities for 
placing large lines on all classes of insurable property. 





Gero. W. MontTGompBry. M. L, C, FUNKHOUSER. 


EO. W. MONTGOMERY & CO., INSURANCE 

Agency, 177 La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. Agents for American Ins. Co.,. Newark ; 

Firemens Ins. Co., Newark; Standard Fire Ins. Co., New York; Fidelity and Casualty 
Co., New York. Fire, Plate Glass, Bonds of Suretyship. Telephone 303. 


DOLPH LOEB & SON, INSURANCE AGENCY, 

170 La Salle St., Chicago. Royal Insurance Co., of Liverpool; Rochester German 

Insurance Co., of Rochester, N. Y.; Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Co., of New York ; 
Peoples Insurance Co., of New York ; German Fire Insurance Co., of Pittsburgh. 








EsTasiisHep A, D, 186s. 


A. LOWELL & CO., INSURANCE. 


Room 5c, 189 La Salle Street, Chicago, III. 


Aino Resnannnssg an 





FIRE UNDERWRITER, 
220 La Salle Strect, - . - - - - ° - CIIICAGO. 





J. W. Batcu, 


W. Guover, BOYLSTON OF BOSTON, Pres’t. 


Sec y. 
CAPITAL, $557,200.00. ASSETS, $909,878.00. 
EDWIN C. LEWIS, - - GENERAL AGENT. 
No. 161 La Salle St., Chicago, Il. 





Ws. C. Maiti. J. H. CHAMBERLIN, 


AGILL & CHAMBERLIN, 


a Successors to Magill, Eastman & Co., 
INSURANCE AGENTS 


S. W. Cor. La Salle and Madison Streets, - ° - Chicago, 





_—— & WM. A. GOODMAN, 
Insurance Agents, 

142 AND 144 LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO, - - ~ - 4 





DD FELLOWS. “FRATERNAL ACCI.- 
DENT ASSOCIATION .OF AMERICA, 
____ ... WESTFIELD, MASS. 
INCORPORATED UNDER - MASSACHUSETTS LAWS, 
payee Mamanns WRITTEN. No LIABILITIEs., 
Pera Oe bal ther phone Jan Fhe Seanad fee re nce Onganication 


the grand officers of its jurisdiction. 


It:-has been critically examined by the Massachusetts 
Insurance Department. 
Pays ITs CLAIMS PROMPTLY AND FULLY. AGENTS WANTED 
ADDRESS: 
H. N. KINGSBURY, Sec’y and Treas., WESTFIELD, Mass. 


SECURE ACCIDENT INSURANCE AT ACTUAL Cost, 


MERICAN MUTUAL ACCIDENT 
ASSOCIATION 


- - TENN. 
OFFICERS : 
GerorceE M. Jackson of Orr, Jackson & Co,, President, 
Cuas. S. CLARK Vice-President and Director of Agencies, 
W. F. Bana, Jr., Ass’t Cashier First Nat’] Bank.... Treasurer, 
Ws. 5. SORIR  cctttewerias Secretary and General Manager, 


General and Local Agents Wanted. 
LIBERAL TERMS TO GOOD AGENTS, 





CONDENSED STATEMENT, JULY Ist, 1890, OF THE 


ENECA COUNTY MUTUAL INS. CoO., 
TIFFIN, OHIO. 
Q. A. RANDALL, Pres. J. P. CHILDS, See’y. 
2 Assets. 
Cash Assets, July z, 1890 $25,696.26 
PRONE BU CAE TROUIIIION So 6.6.5 5 o.0:9:0's 0559 50504060 cdnnedaces 407,999.55 
EE: PUNT ss 5 tudes sngetabeweP ere toedidsssevasens $433,695.81 
Liabilities. 
Losses Due and Unpaid 
ee I ra torsos oo ars ci amtheaten oe Satara sare $475.49 
Reserve for Losses adjusted and in course of Adjustment .8,500. 10 


TOCA AAAI 55 hee k ooo esas dasdsavewee ... $8,975.59 


DN Sc dds Soe eae oe tae ees OwO RES Aw $424,720.22 


Gain in Assets since January 1, 1890, $158,191.82. 





EXPERIENCED SOLICITORS WANTED! 
It will pay you to learn the Commissions Paid to good Agents by 
—THE— 
NEW YORK ACCIDENT INSURANCE C0. 
BEFORE YOU TAKE HOLD OF ANY OTHER COMPANY. 
The Best Company ! The Best Policy! The Best Agents! 
Address, CHARLES T. HOPPER, Secretary, 


o6 BROADWAY, NEW YOR. 





THE 
MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY, 
ROCKFORD, - = = = ILLINOIS. 
January i, 1890. 

Assets, $300,439.93. Net Cash Surplus, $33,375.00. 
Surplus as regards Policyholders, $266,703.50. 
DIRECTORS. 

HENRY W. PRICE, President Rockford Watch Company ROCKFORD. 
LEVI KHOADES, khoades, Utter & Co., Paper Manufacturers.......... ROCKFORD, 
JOHN G. CHICK, Forest City and Reaper City Mills.............-.-----. ROCKFORD. 
PETER SAMES, Agricultural Implement Manufacturer... ROCKFORD. 
. B. WILKINS, President S. B. Wilkins Company - -- ROCKFORD. 
JOHNSON, Johnson & Wanstrom, Clothiers- ..ROCKFORD. 
. H. McCUTCHAN, Cashier People’s Bank --ROCKFORD. 
. O. WORMWOOD, Real Estate and Money Broker--- --ROCKFORD 
GEORGE 5S. ROPER, Secretary, ROCKFORD, ILL. 





. A. 
H 





ERNON INS. AND TRUST COMPANY 
OF INDIANAPOLIS. 


CAPITAL, - + «© «2 « $150,000. 
AND 


INDIANA INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF INDIANAPOLIS. 


McGILLIARD & DARK, General Agents, 
INDIANAPOLIS. - - - - - A INDIANA 





Sept. 18, 1890. | 


THE SPECTATOR. 








INCORPORATEP 1832. 


HE FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY OF 
T THE COUNTY OF PHILA. 


OFFICE, 110 South Fourth St. 

Cash Capital, - : - - - $400,000.00 
Assets, Jan. 1, 1890, - 855,595.00 
Net Surplus, - - - 158,120.00 
JAMES N. STONE, President. 

JACOB NAYLOR, Vice-President. 

f CHARLES R. PECK, Secretary and Treasurer 
FRANK M. CRITTENDEN, Asy't Secretary. 





SSOCIATED FACTORY MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANIES, SOUTH. 
CoMPOSED OF MANUFACTURERS MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY OF 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. 
MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY OF KENTUCKY. 
WALTER P. DICKERSON, - General Fire Manager. 


Office, Tyler Building, cor. Sixth and Main Sts., Louisville, Ky. 





The Associated Factory Mutual Insurance Companies, South, are prepared 
to consider applications for Insurance on strictly *‘ SURPLUS” lines, when 
full particulars and diagram of the risk accompany the application, together 
with a list of the other companies on, and the full tariff rate is offered. 





E, F. Spence, Presideut. DL. &. Mites, Secretary. 


OUTHERN CALIFORNIA INS. CO. 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


Main Business Office, 405 California St., San Francisco, Cal. 


318,333.00 
Losses in process of adjustment, and all other liabilities......... 110,841.00 
Surplus as regards policyholders 299,058,0c 
Dallas, Tex. A. W. Hart, Gen’l Agt, Louisville, Ky 


Parxs & Scuumarp, Gen'l Agts, 


Werster, Witty & De Roope, General Agents, Chicago, III. 





Good Active, Reliable Agents Wanted 


BY THE 


ATIONAL ACCIDENT SOCIETY 


— OF—- 


NEW YORK CITY. 


Reliable Agents who can secure good risks will be given exclusive territory 
and ALLOWED A J.ARGE AND PERMANENT RENEWAL INTEREST on all their 
business, Apply at once to 


JOSEPH I. BARNUM, 
Secretary and General Manager, 
280 mnnnaitnadh New York City. 


INTERIOR CON DUI T 


A NEW DEPARTURE IN 





NGLO-NEVADA 


ASSURANCE CORPORATION 
Or San Francisco, CA, 


LOUIS SLOSS, President. WM. MACDONALD, Vice-President. 
Z. P. CLARK, Secretary. SJ Pe, sarhaaeante Marine Secretary. 
DIRECTORS: 
Wm. Macdonald, J. L. Flood, W. F. 
F. Bigelow, J. W. Mackay, E. E. Eyre, 
W. H. Dimond. 
DAVID IL. KIRBY, Manager, 51 Cepar Street, New York. 

New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and District of Columbia 
S. T. COLLINS, Manager Western Branch, Rialto Building, Chicago, Ill, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Ohio, Wiscon- 
sin, Dakota, Kentucky, Tennessee and West Virginia. 


Whittier, W. S. Hobart, 


Louis Sloss, 
M, H. Hecht, 


J. B. Haggin, J. 





HE HARTFORD LIFE AND ANNUITY 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 
OF HARTFORD, CONN. 
STEPHEN BALL, Sec'y. 





H, A, WHITMAN, Pres. 


OPERATES THE VERY LiberkAL AND EASILY SOLICITED Pray, 
SAFETY FUND SYSTEM: THE Best PURE LIFE 
INSURANCE OFFERED. 


A FEW FIRST-CLASS SPECIAL AND GENERAL AGENTS WANTED. 


LIBERAL COMPENSATION 10 SUCCESSFUL MEN. SALARY oR COMMISSION, 
adiress A ‘IT. SMITH, Sup ’t of Agencies, Hartford, Conn, 


En- 


TITLED, 








HE ONTARIO MUTUAL ACCIDENT 
ASSOCIATION 
OF NEW YORK CITY, 


Wants a Few 


GOOD SOLICITORS. 


THE SAFEST, CHEAPEST, AND FAIREST ACCIDENT INSUKANCE OFFERED. 


Address, 
ALBERT LUPTON, Secretary, 


234 BROADWAY, NEW YorkK City. 





CONDENSED STATEMENT, JULY Ist, 1890, OF THE 


ENECA COUNTY MUTUAL INS. CO., 
TIFFIN, OHIO, 


Q. A. RANDALL, Pres. J. P. CHILDS, See’y. 


Cash Assets, July i, 1890 $25,696.26 
Notes and other Securities. .... 2+. cccsccvcvscesevcscesescns 4°7,999.55 


EEE OTE IO Se ner Ce rE $433,695.81 
Liabilities. 


TOTAL 


Losses Due and Unpaid NONE. 
il SR ance r testes souk bancctieetainednanae $475.49 
Reserve for Losses adjusted and in course of Adjustment .8,500, 10 


TE, DS on bs 654 Fbs Ses e ened eesscceeves 


$8,975.59 
Wl OB ire doc ccichoansrccinesadareuuesskeeccinkas $424,720.22 
Gain in Assets since January 1, 1890, $158,191.82. 


. 


& INSULATION Co. 


INSULATION. 


INTERIOR CONDUITS. 


Indorsed by the Leading Boards of Fire Underwriters, Electric Light Companies, 


Wiring Contractors, Architects and Builders, Personally 


indorsed by Thomas A. Edison, Prof. Elihu Thomson and ot her leading “electrical authorities. 


Absolute immunity from Electric Fires. 


Concealed wires always accessible. 


For Catalogues, Price Lists and General Information, address 


INTERIOR CONDUIT & 


16 and 18 Broad Street, New York. 


INSULATION COMPANY, 


EDWARD H. JOIINSON, President. 





THE SPECTATOR. 


[7 hursday, 








A DHCAD E 


1 f — 


KE ASSURANCE 


HIS important publication, just from press, shows the financial condi- 
tion of each of the various life assurance companies reporting to the 


New York Insurance Department at the beginning and end of the 


1890. 


decade 1880-1890, and the business in detail transacted by them in 1880 and 
1889. 


from 1880 to 1889 inclusive, demonstrate ¢he magnificent growth 


The complete aggregates of all the companies for each of the years 
of life 
assurance during the past ten years. 

The Census Bureau having called for ten years’ statistics regarding the 
business of each life assurance company, these tables have been prepared to 
cover substantially the same ground, They present at a glance all the data 
showing the wonderful growth of, the life assurance business, not only in 
income, disbursements, and policies issued, but in the financial strength of the 
companies. : 

The tables are the size of a page of THE SPECTATOR, printed on a fine 
quality of paper bound in substantial covers, easily folded, making a hand- 
some and useful publication for pocket use. Life assurance companies and 


agents who have not done so should forward their orders at once. 
PRICES : 

Single Copy, $ .25 
100 Copies 10.00 
THE SPECTATOR COMPANY, 

14 CORTLANDT STREET, - - - - NEW YORK. 
CHICAGO OFFICE, 161 LA SALLE STREET. 


500 Copies, 
“ 


1000 - 


$30.00 
50.00 





HE PRUDENTIAL FIRE INS. CO. 
OF BOSTON, MASS. 
ee eer President. 
ANDREW McFARLAND DAVIS......... Vice-President. 
SRE Ge Wi Riviceresncsvcccicseerincsece Secretary. 


New York Office, 


PECK & CO. 


LLIANCE INSURANCE ASSOCIAT'N 
OF NEW YORK. 


Fire Insurance. Stock Company. 


JAMES YEREANCE, President. ARMSTRONG MALTBIE, Secretary 


Office, Cor. William and Cedar Sts., Mutual Life Building. 


LLOYDS PLATE GLASS INS. C0. 


Cor. William and Cedar Streets, New York. 








A bad smash. Runaways are common occurrences, Glass breaks easily. 


Lloyds pay promptly. 





_ PACIFIC MUTUAL LIFE INS. Co, 
OF SAN FRANCISCO, CAL, 
ORGANIZED 1868. 


LIFE and ACCIDENT INSURANCE 


Gro. W. Beaver, Vice-Pres’t, 
Tuos, Bennet, Gen. Sup’t 


Paid on account of Policyholders, - - 


Gero, A. Moors, Pres’t. 
J. N. Patron, Sec’y. 


over $4,000,000.00, 
The only Life Insurance Company in the United States whose Stockh: 
for the Debts of the Corporation. 
LIFE POLICIES UPON APPROVED FORMS. 
ACCIDENT POLICIES ARE WORLD-WIDE AND DEFINITE 
LOW CASH RATES. NO ASSESSMENTS. 
ERMANIA FIRE INSURANCE co. 


OF NEW YORK. 


lers are Liable 





STATEMENT, JANUARY ist, 1890. 
ASSETS. 

I I iriiin ewes kt scrrdncsstcsees 

Reserve for Reinsurance 

Reserve for Losses under pepeninee « 

Reserved for all other Claims-- se 

Net Surplus 


Total 


Increase in Assets during the year 
Increase in Reiusurance Reserve ag the — ee ; 
Gain in Surplus during the year.-........-------- 31,618.42 
RUDOLPH GARRIGUE, Bescidens. “HUGO Sc HU MAN N, Vice-President 

CHARLES RUYKHAVER, 


1,031,339.67 
151,780 82 
23,952.65 
758,063.50 


($2,965, 136.64 


$156,417.97 
16,285.37 


Secretary. 





APPLE TO Taw 
ONNECTICUT INDEMNITY ASSOC’N 
WATERBURY, CONN. 
Room FoR RELIABLE AGENTS in Alabama, Indiana, Georgia, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Kentucky, Virginia, Tennessee and the Carolinas. 
We Pay Our AGENTS LIBERALLY for work done and on a plan that pro- 
vides immediate compensation and increasing revenue. 
SEVEN YEARS OF SUCCESS! 
CAPITAL, - - - - = = $280,000.00. 
Over Seven Thousand Policies Written. 


V. L. SAWYER, President. E. A. WRIGHT, Secretary. 





| ee INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Insures against Losses by Fire, Windstorms, ‘Tornadoes, Cyclones and Lightning. 


195 BROADWAY. 


# 1,000,000. 


NEW YORK OFFICES, 
CASH CAPITAL, 


Gross Assets, December 32, 1889... --...<.--ccsecc nccne noeenc-ceeecensweccee $4,781,255-65 


Rol EST SI eS Bae nt ae ae ee ERR 3379133458 


Surplus as to Policyholders P $2,401,921.07 


Losses paid since organization $37,720,621.60 





i alaaaateaaeeat SOLICITORS WANTED! 
It will pay you to learn the Commissions Paid to good Agents by 


=, —_ 


NEW YORK ACCIDENT INSURANCE C0. 


BEFORE YOU TAKE HOLD OF ANY OTHER COMPANY. 


The Best Company! The Best Policy ! The Best Agents! 


Address, CHARLES T. HOPPER, 


Secretary, 
o6 BROADWAY, NEW yorE. 





